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Pædobaptiſi BRIE ND. 


=== IR, as you are pleaſed to deſire my Senti- 
AI ments of a Pamphlet lately publiſh'd, call'd 
[1 4 Conference about Infant-Baptiſm, &c. I 
cannot eafily deny you. And as it concerns 
a ſacred Ordinance of our Lord and Saviour 
eſus Chriſt, I muſt beg Leave to ſpeak my 
| ind freely ; I am not certain who was the 
Author of the ConFERENCE, but knowing you to be 
a Member of a Pædobaptiſt Society, I take the Liberty, for 
Diſtinction Sake, to call the Speakers therein your Paſtor and 
your Member, 
I begin with your Paſtor's Obſervations, on the Account 


your Member gives him of his Chriſtian Experience. Page 


the 4th. 

* You mention the Care of your pious Parents, to im- 
“ preſs you with a Senſe of your Baptiſmal-Vow, as the 
“ Beginning of an early Piety ; and likewiſe the Advantage 
56 you have found in the Renewal of your Covenant at the 
oh Lord's Table; by which it appears, God has owned your 


FP & Infant Baptiſm, and made it very uſeful to you; and as 
you have found it to be ſo, I hope you will not think 
Jof giving it up as a Nullity : It is very probable, that 


*++ Attempts may have been made to perſuade you to do ſo; by 
*© ſome officious Zealots, who are for bringing over as many 
as they can influence to their Party ; but as I have always 
thought you to be a Man of a tender Conſcience, fo I 
believe you will not ſuffer your ſelf to be hurried in ſuch 
an Affair, as that which is before you, eſpecially confider- 
4% ing all Circumſtances. Precipitancy you muſt allow to be 
%a Fault, and it carries too great an Imputation of Ignorance, 
% Ligbtneſi or Folly, for Men to quit or renounce their for- 
A 2 mer 
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Remarks on a CONFERENCE 
« mer Tenets preſently upon the offer of an Argument, 
cc which they cannot immediately anſwer, and ſhew the In- 
cc ſufficiency of. People of weak Minds very often do ſo ; 
« but I cannot have ſo mean an Opinion of your Underſtand- 
© ing, as to think that you will yield your Judgment to 
cc plauſible Appearances, or to the poſitive and ſolemn Air, 
c which ſome affect, and with which they deliver their 
& favourite Notions.” 

For my part I could never yet underſtand what Vows In- 
fants can be ſuppoſed to make at their Baptiſm ; and when 
they grow up, to tell them that they are under Obligations to 
fall their Vows which they (the Infants) made at their Bap- 
tiſm, is not a little ſtrange, when even a dawning Reaſon 
will be ready to reply, that they know not of any they made ? 
tho* perhaps the Reverence they pay to a Parent or Elder, 
will not ſuffer them to fay ſo. To tell them indeed of the Obli- 
gations they are under to God for their Being, Suſtenance, 
Revelation of his Word, and the glorious Doctrines contained 
therein ; and that they are to believe the Goſpel and be Bap- 
tized ; and that God has annexed Rewards and Puniſhments 
in an eternal World, to their Obedience or Diſobedience 
here : this is both reaſonable and ſcriptural ; and moſt likely 
to be bleſſed of God, to the making Impreſſions on tender 
Minds. | 

That godly Parents among the Pœdobaptiſis as well as o- 


thers, inſtruct their Children and endeavour to ſet before them 


Examples of Piety, and that thoſe Inſtructions and Ex- 
amples, are often bleſſed of God, to their ſpiritual Advan- 
tage, is not deny'd, but that the Child's Serious Concern about 
Vows he never made, is an Evidence of : owning, In- 
fant-Baptiſm, doth not appear ; becauſe e are many In- 
ſtances of the Children of Baptiſt's, on whom kites 
and Examples have been equally ſuccesful, who have no 
Concern on this Head. 

In Page the 4th your Member-complains, << He is ſhaken 
& in his Opinion of Pædobaptiſin, to that Degree, by the 
„% Arguments of (a Baptiſt, or as your Paſtor would call 
«« him, an Anabapti/? Preacher) that he is ſtrongly inclin'd 
©« to believe, that no other Baptiſm has a Foundation 
«« in the Word of God, but that of adult Believers” ; 
and your Paſtor preſently afterwards repreſents him as 
« a Man of a tender Conſcience, a good Underſtanding 
« and a ſteady Judgment” ; and in Page the 6th, the Ana- 
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ents Zaptiſt Preacher is ſuppoſed to be Deſtitute of the Advan- 
In- tage of a liberal Education; and gaining his Point, not 
ſo; _©<* ſo much by ſtrength of Arguments, or any Addreſs in the 
and- _ Management of them, as by the Aſſurance with which he 
t to C pronounces them unanſwerable””. | | 
Air, But how ſuch a Conſcience, Underſtanding and Judgment, 
their found with his Member, could be made to ſtagger by ſuch a 
Preacher, making Uſe of ſuch a Manner of Addreſs, ſ- 
In- ſomewhat unaccountable. 
vhen In Page the 5th, your Paſtor ſuppoſes his Member's Dif- 
ns to FatisfaRtion to be occaſioned by an unwarrantable Curioſity, 
Bap- and ſays, How far that ( Curioſity) ſhould be gratified in 
aſon „Matters of Religion, and particularly in running (as the 


ade? Manner of ſome is) from one Place of Worſhip to ano» 
der, © ther, upon all Occaſions, is a Point, which he ſhall not 


& enter into, though it may deſerve Conſideration”, 
mee, l think with him it deſerves Conſideration, fo as to call for 
our Imitation, when under the Direction of Chriſtian Prudence, 
Bap- for as the Apoſtle ſays, 1 The. v. 21. We are to prove all 


nents Things, hold faſt that which is good. And with me it is a 
ence ſhrewd? Sign of a bad Cauſe, when Miniſters endeavour to per- 
ikely ſuade People to hear none but themſelves. 
>nder 4 But ſuch, he ſays, arg in Danger of deſigning Men, who 
% are bent upon making Proſelytes; and they heap to them- 
as o- ſelves Teachers, having itching Ears, turning away their 
them Ears from the Truth, and are turned unto Fables; and 
Ex- i & ſo like Children are toſſed too and fro, and carried about 
dvan- with every Wind of Doctrine”. 


I cannot ſee how this can affect either his diſſatisfied Mem- 
ber, or the Aualußtiſis; for the firſt is allowed to be a Man 
of ſuch Underſtanding and Judgment, as beſpeaks him not 
2 Child, and therefore in no Danger of being toſſed too and 
fro with every Wind; and the latter having no Accompliſh- 

ments but Aflurance, poſitive and ſolemn Airs, are in no 
Condition to dreſs up Fables, to pleaſe itching Ears; who 
are generally ſpeaking, more apt to follow the Polite than the 
call Plain Preachers of the Goſpel, The Reflection on Sub/rcip- 
clin'd © ions and Church-Covenants is quite beſide the Argument; but, 
lation The next Obſervation deſerves our Notice. No one 
ers? ;: ( ſays he, ſhould be tenacious of Notions, or Cuſtoms in 
n as Religion; becauſe they prevail in the Country where he 
nding lives, and he was trained up in them from his nan 3 
60 Or 


6 Remarks on a CONFERENCE 
« for if upon an impartial Examination he ſees Reaſon to 
cc "depart from them it is his Duty to do fo”. 

This is certainly true ; but how it is reconcilable to what 
is ſaid above, I connot conceive ; for how can Perſons ex- 
amine unleſs they hear ? and how can they hear except they 
converſe with, or attend on others (at leaſt occaſionally) be- 
fides thoſe they were trained up with from their Infancy ? * 

Page the 6th, Your Paſtor addreſſes his Member in this 
remarkable Manner, | 


«© You have told me, that the Anabaprift Preacher, when | 


« you heard him firſt, was upon the Diſtinguiſhing Opinion 
&« of that Denomination ; and ſo I apprehend he has been 
« ſeyeral times fince, when you were preſent. This gives 
« me an Occaſion to obſerve, what Pains ſome take to 
bring People over to their Intereſt. Party-Men of all 
« Perſuaſions make this too much their Aim. The Low 
« Game (if I may ſo expreſs it) is play*d by too many, eſpeci- 
<« ally by the Leaders of every Sect, and this has been taken 
« Notice of among the Anabaptiſis in particmlar. Far be it 
« from me, to intend this as a Reflection upon their Body. 


« Many of their Miniſters I am perfuaded, look upon their 1 


c diſcriminating Notion of little or no Moment, when 
« compar'd with the great End which ought to be proſe- 
« cuted, and employ their valuable Abilities chiefly with a 
&« View to that End. But ſuch as never had the Advantage 
« of a liberal Education are, generally ſpeaking, exceeding 
“ fond of having many Followers, and ſo Believers Baptiſm 
js the Subject preſently inſi ſted upon“. 

- By this I perceive your Paſtor's Aim is not ſo much againſt 
the Auabaptiſt Miniſters of valuable Abilities, as he calls them, 
whom he ſeems to compliment, as againſt thoſe Preachers 
who never had the Advantage of a liberal Education. But I 
think he has inadvertently ſpoiled his own Deſign; for if it is 
as he ſays, what greater Charge of Hypocriſy can he bring 
againſt the former, than to diſcriminate themſelves from the 
reſt of Mankind, by profeſſing Believers Baptiſm, and yet 
look upon it as a Matter of little or no Moment? And 
what can be more honeſt and conſequently Praiſe-worthy in 
the latter than frequently to let the World know the Rea- 
ſons of their Practice? But he ſays, * they (the illiterate) are 
« exceeding fond of having many Followers”. I ſuppoſe he 
deſigns this as a Complaint ; but where is the Miniſter who 
does hot defire Numbers, 


And 
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3 And whereas he ſeems to commend the learned Anabaptiſt 
Miniſters, for looking upon their diſcriminating Notion of 


Believers Baptiſm, as a Matter of little or no Moment, when. 
compar'd with the great End; ſo, by a parity of Reaſoning, I 
muſt take it for granted, that he looks upon his diſcrimina- 
ting Notion of [nfant-Baptiſm, in the ſame Light; and there- 


fore I wonder he ſhould employ his valuable Abilities, and 


take ſo much Pains, to write about a Matter of little or no 


Moment, when the great End wants ſo much proſecuting. 


But by theſe Inſtances we may diſcover the ſhortneſs of 
1 Wiſdom, and that ſometimes even the Learned are 
conſiſtent with themſelves. | 


Before I proceed more immediately to the argumentative 
þ of the Conference, I cannot help obſerving, that there is 
the Appearance at leaſt, of a more dangerous Error, than that 
of Infant-Baptiſm ; and this with Reſpect to the Covenant 
of 
4 formed into a Covenant of Works, at leaſt to my Under- 
ſtanding; for the Foundation of Perſons Security, he ſeems 
to lay firſt in their Parents, and then in themſelves. 


race, which your Paſtor and his Authors, have tranſ- 


For Believers may, and ought, he ſays, to enter their Chil- 


dren into the Covenant of Grace, Page the 37th ; and in 
the ſame Page ſays expreſly, That when they come to Ma- 
ee turity, by being wicked and irreligious, they cut themſelves 
* off from the Bleſſings of it”?, that is from all needful Sup- 
plies of Grace here and Glory hereafter, as he explains it in 
Page 8. But if he will call this the Tenor of the Covenant 
of Grace, I am perſuaded great Numbers of his Pædobaptiſi 
> Brethren will own the Scripture to be againſt him, and with 


good Reaſon ; for if Children have << all needful Supplies of 


Grace here and Glory hercafter”, by being in this Covenant, 
how can they cut themſelves off from the Bleſſings of it? for 


all needful Supplies of Grace, muſt needs ſecure the Soul to 
Glory, as we are expreſly aſſured, he who gives Grace will 
alſo give Glory—. But to attend to his Reaſoning, he begins 

with the Abrahamic Covenant, Page 7, 8. 

And here I cannot but obſerve, that as the Pædobaptiſts 


* 
* 
4 


have long fince been driven out of the New Teſtament, as 
to a Warrant for their Practice, they are obliged to fly to the 
Old, and your Paſtor has followed them herein; but it is 
2 ſtrange, very ſtrange, that the New Teſtament of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ſhould not be full enough, on the 
Head of Goſpel Worſhip, without having Recourſe to the 


Old. 
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Old. However, let us firſt conſider the real Covenant of LE 


Grace, and ſee how far it will make for your Paſtor's Pur- "2 


poſe. And as far as I am a Judge of it, 

It is a ſolemn Engagement, wherein the Almighty has 
made over all Spiritual Bleſſings, both of Grace and Glory to 
his own peculiar People, and has peremptorily determined 
that they ſhall be eventually and eternally faved, thro* Jefus 
Chriſt the Mediator. 

This was the Doctrine upon which the glorious Reforma- 
tion was built, as may be evidently ſeen by the Articles of 
the * of England, particularly the ſeventeenth, which 
runs thus : 

« Predeſtination to Life is the eternal Purpoſe of God, 
«© whereby (before the Foundation of the World was laid) 
4 he hath conſtantly decreed by his Counſel, ſecret to us, to 
« deliver from Curſe and Damnation, thoſe whom he hath 
<« choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind; and to bring them by 
«« Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels made to Honour. 
* Wherefore they which be endued with ſo excellent a Bene- 
<& fit of God, be called according to God's Purpoſe, by his 
, Spirit working in due Seaſon. They through Grace obey 
<< the Calling, they be juſtified freely; they be made the 
6 Sons of God by Adoption; they be made like the Image 
of his only begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt ; they walk religi- 
« oufly in good Works, and at length, by God's Mercy, 
<< they attain to everlaſting Felicity“. 

The fame Doctrine of the Covenant of Grace, is clearly 
qa by the Aſſembly of Divines, thus in their Cate- 
chiſm. | 

*Tis ask'd, Queſt. 20. Did God leave all Mankind to 
« periſh in the State of Sin and Miſery” ? the Anſwer is, 
God having out of his mere good Pleaſure, from all 
<< Eternity, elected ſome to everlaſting Life, did enter 
into a Covenant of Grace, to deliver them out of the 
% State of Sin and Miſery, and to bring them into a State 
of Salvation, by a Redeemer”. 

But to produce the higheſt Authority ; One of the moſt 
clear and inexceptionable Paſſages of Scripture as to this Co- 
venant, is Heb. viii. 10. For this is the Covenant that I will 
make with the Houſe of Iſrael, after thoſe Days ſaith the 
Lord, I will put my Laws into their Mind, and write them 
in their Hearts, and I W I L L be to them a God, and 
THEY SHALL be te me a People. Which is very 

| + agreeable 
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ible to that of the Apoſtle, For whom he did foreknow, 
be alſo did predeſiinate to be e, to the Image of his 
Men, that he might be the Fir/t-born among/t many Brethren. 


Aabprsover, whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called, and 
$ whom he called, them he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtif ed, 


them healſogbrified, Rom. viii. 29, 30. And again, According 
& he hath choſen us in him, before the Foundation of the 
World, that we ſhould be holy and without Blame, before him 
is Love. Having predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Chil- 
45 4 7 l. us Chriſt to 1 according to the good Pleas, 
4 his pheſ. i. 
130 you ſee is an Order of Cauſes in this Covenant, from 
the Foundation of the World, with the Effects pro- 
Quced in time, to their Confammation in Glory ; ; mech 
Eis called an everlaſting Covenant, order'd in all things and 
Are, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
Now I would ask, is this the Covenant God made with 
all Abraham's Seed? Did God elect or predeſtinate 
of them to eternal Life ? Did he put his Law into all 
Heir Minds, and write it in all their Hearts? Did not 
4 of them die in their Sins? Again, did Circumciſion 
inter them into this Covenant? Or, 
Are all the Children of Believers now in this Covenant of 
Brace ? are they all elected or predeſtinated to eternal Life? 
Does the Almighty put his Law into all their Minds? and 
Frite it in all their Hearts ? 
Don't we ſee great Numbers of them running the broad 
I ay to Deſtruction, and daily cut of in the midſt of thei 
Sns? Or does Baptiſm in any ſhape enter any Perſon into 
Wis Covenant of Grace? To me it is moſt evident, that 
1 is not in this Covenant (by Vertue of the previous 
unſel of God in his Infancy, will never be found in it in 
ears of Maturity: And on the other Hand, whoſoever 
Win it in his Infancy, ſhall never be permitted to throw him- 
felt finally out of it; for the Party ſhall be aſſuredly called in 
WW Series of Time, by the Efficacy of divine Grace, and 
When called, ſhall be kept by the mighty Power of God, thro? 
Baith unto Salvation. Hence it is plain, that no Man can 
t his Child, or the neareſt Relative that he has, into this 
pyenant. For Parents therefore to pretend to entail upon 
eir Children, an hereditary Right to the Covenant of 
ce; is to invade God's Sovereignty, and to take his pro- 
F Work out of his Hands. fn from hence we may fur- 
ther 


To . Remarks on a CONFERENCE 
ther ſee, how weak and groundleſs your Paſtor's Doctrine is, eve 
when he talks of entring Children into this Covenant of Grace. 7 | 
Moreover, | cor 

If your Paſtor means an outward Covenant of Grace, the _ Ge 
Baptiſts know of no ſuch under the New Teſtament. = Cor 

As to your Paſtor's ten Arguments, to prove that the Cove- ing 
nant made with Abraham, was, as to the vital and ſpiritual ſay 
Part of it, the Covenant of Grace, , the ſame Covenant _ /ha 
« which was made betwixt God and us through Chriſt”. an 
When he makes a Diſtinction of Parts, the Baptiſts will allow or 
him all he can fairly defire, at the fame Time obſerving, that 
Circumciſion did not enter Perſons into the vital and ſpiritual 7 
Part of this Covenant. But let us hear his own Reaſoning ? 
upon 1t. 4 


Page the 12th, © Allowing that Covenant to have been, as 7 2he: 
< to the vital and ſpiritual Part of it, the proper and eternal and 
£ Covenant of Grace, it is undeniable, that it was the ſame ger, 
ce that was made with our firſt Parents immediately after the  * 
Fall, and the fame by which all the Faithful from Adam to bal 
« Abraham (to whom the Promiſe was more explicit) wert in : 
cc faved, and by which all God's People have been faved 3 bett 
<« ſince, and will be to the End of Time. So that as to the amo 
<< vital Part of it, it can never be maintained, that it va Fe, 
« Covenant made peculiarly with Abraham ; and as to # bet 
ce the Circumſtances, theſe I diſmiſs as having no Place in crc 
« the Argument”. = vet 

Here is a vital and a ſpiritual Part owned, and a plain Inti Sr: 
mation of a temporal, and dying, or vaniſhing Part; at the Hot 
ſame time he warily diſmiſſes the Circumſtances, as having no cia 
Place in the Argument; but I apprehend theſe Things hic! 'ever 
he calls Circumſtances, have a conſiderable Place in it, the Fe 
being the other Part, viz. the temporal, domeſtic, viſible of 
21d vaniſhing Part, and which Circumciſion had a Regard u - £ 
chiefly, if not only. You ſee then, here are two Parts of tii that 
Covenant (an Eſſential and Circumſtantial one) own'd by you 7 Tud: 
Paſtor, we have already had a Deſcription of the vital one for 


even the invifible and ſpiritual Part from Scripture z a that 
which our Reformers agree, that the Perſons intereſted in i 
were predeſtinated (according to the Church of Engl: 
« Article) before the Foundations of the World were laid”, « 
according to the diſſenting Pœdobaptiſt Churches) . electe 
« from all Eternity“, to Grace and Glory, that might 
23 your Paſtor words it, have God to de their Ih 
| « Fhielg 
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c Shield, Portion and Reward”, and thus certainly attain to 
= everlaſting Felicity. 855 

Grace. 4 As to the other Part of this Mrabamic Covenant, if we 
* conſult the Scriptures, your Paſtor refers to, we ſhall find, 

ce, the Gen. xvii, ver. 2.——14. God promiſes, I will make my 
© Covenant between me and thee, and I will multiply thee exceed- 

> Cove- ingly ; and Abram fell on his Face, and God talked with him, 
ſpiritual ſaying, as £ me, behold my Covenant is with thee, and thou 
ovenant alt be a Father of many Nations, neither ſhall thy Name be 
Chriſt . any more called Abram, but thy Name /hall be called Abraham; 
ill allow or a Father of many Nations have I made thee, and I will 
male thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make Nations of thee, 

iritual 7 and Kings ſhall come out of thee, and I will eſtabliſh my Co- 
ing venant between me and thee, and thy Seed after thee, in their 
Generations, for an everlaſting Covenant, to be a God unte 
| thee, and to thy Seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, 
and to thy Seed after thee, the Land wherein thou art a flran- 
ger, all the Land of Canaan 75 an everlaſting Poſſeſſion, and 
I will” be their God. And God ſaid unto Abraham, thou 
Halt keep my Covenant; therefore thou, and thy Seed after thee, 
in their Generations; this is my Covenant which ye ſhall keep 
between me and you and thy Seed after thee. Every Man Child 
among you ſhall be circumciſed : And ye ſhall circumciſe the 
Fleſh of your Foreskin, and it ſball be a Token of the Covenant 
betwixt me and you. And he that is eight Days old ſball be 
circumciſed, among you, every Man Child in your Generation, 
he that is born in the Houſe, or bought with Money, or any 
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ain Inti · Stranger which is not of thy Seed. He that is born in thine 
t; at te Houſe, and he that is bought with thy Money, muſt needs be 


= circumciſed, and my Covenant ſhall be in your Fleſh, for an 
ich everlaſting Covenant. And the uncircumciſed Man Child whoſe 
Heß of bis Foreskin is not circumciſed, that Soul ſhall be cut 
= off from his People : he hath broken my Covenant. | 
According to this, one Part of Abraham's Covenant was, 
chat he ſhould be the Father of many Nations, have a multi- 
>> tude of Children, which ſhould poſſeſs the Land of Canaan 
> for a long time, and have God's Protection over them to 
that End: and take Notice, this is extended to all his natural 
. Children, as his Children according to the Fleſh, not ſo the 
other Part. Moreover, that theſe outward, viſible, domeſtic 
and vaniſhing Promiſes, did typify, ſet forth, and ſecretly 
mean the other Part of this Covenant ; that is, the vital, ſpi- 
ritual, inviſible, and eternal Part, as the Apoſtle abundantly 
B 2 explains 
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explains, Gal. iii. the Baptiſts will readily own. But he 


Queſtion is, to whom do theſe two Parts belong ? Your Pa- 
{tor obſerves in his 6th Argument, Page the gth, „ the 
« Covenant was made with A5raham as the Father of Be- 
6 lievers, and with his Poſterity, not merely as proceeding 
« from him by natural Generation, but as Heits of his 
« Faith” : This directly anſwers our Purpoſe ; for here you 
ſee he makes a Difference between the Heirs of his Faith, 
and the Heirs of his Fleſh ; (a Diſtinction which at once 
overturns his whole Scheme) for then the ſpiritual Part of 
Abraham's Covenant belongs to the Heirs of his Faith, and 
the temporal Part to the Heirs of his Fleſh. No one will, T 
believe, fay all Abraham's Children were ſaved; ſuch as 
Thmael, Eſau, Nadab and Ahihu, Hophni and Phineas, 
Amon and Abſolom, and Judas Iſcariot; moſt of theſe were 
cut off in the midſt of their Sins, and yet Abraham's Chil- 
dren. And others who were not his Offspring according to 
the Fleſh, obtain'd Mercy at the Hand of the Lord, as 7 
and his Friends, Rahab the Harlot, and others. 
And if, as your Paſtor obſerves, „“ it is not merely as pro- 
« cceding from him by natural Generation, but as Heirs of 
« his Faith”, &c. we may fafely conclude, that as here are 
two Parts owned in this Abrahamic Covenant, it was a mix*d 
or compoſite Covenant, made up partly of temporal, and partly 
of ſpiritual Bleſſings ; and theſe different Parts belonging to 
two ſorts of Perſons, the temporal and vaniſhing to Abra- 
ham's fleſhly Seed, and the ſpiritual and vital to his faithful 
Seed abſtractedly confidered. And whoever confounds the 
one with the other, muſt either weakly or wilfully, abuſe the 
Scripture. If the Queſtion remains, who are Abraham's faith- 
ful Seed? We anſwer, none but thoſe who are choſen of 
God, and which are born, not of Blood, nor of the Will 
of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of God; with 
a View that they might be holy, and without Blame be- 
fore him in Love. If your Paſtor pleads for Believer's Chil- 
dren, that they ate Heirs of their Parents Faith; as he ſays, 
Hrabam's were circumciſed becauſe they were Heirs of his 
Faith, the Baptiſt's will readily agree with him, that provided 
they can prove ſuch an Heirſhip by their good Works; which 
is the ſcriptural Teſt of true Faith, (Shew me thy Faith 
without thy Works, and 1 will ſhew thee 'my Faith by my 
Works. Jam. ii, 18.) they may lay Claim to all Cot pel 
Priviteges, and tilf ſuch Fruits appear, they cannot be de- 
hon” "IM | nominated 


* 


nominated Heirs of their Parents Faith; and therefore, ac- 
cording to his own Doctrine, have no Right to ſuch Privi- 
leges as are peculiar to Believers. 
Page the 11th, he ſays, That temporal Bleſſings were 
* promiſed in the Covenant made with Abraham is granted, 


<< and fo they 
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are in the Goſpel. 
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Seek ye the Kingdom of 


<< God and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be 


« added unto you, Mat. vi. 33 


And the Apoſtle tells us, 


<< Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and of 
4 that which is to come, 1 Tim. vi. 8. But the Anuabaptiſts 
<< will not pretend to call the Goſpel Covenant a mix'd 


% Covenant u 
„ made with 
„ tained in, it be denominated fo, and by way of Objection 
4 to its being a Covenant of Grace”. 
But I apprehend there is a wide Difference, between earthly 
> Inheritances, Empire, Riches, and a multitude of Children, 


that Account, and why ſhould that 


aham, becauſe of the temporal Bleſſings con- 


which were the peculiar Bleſſings of the Abrahamic Covenant, 


Page the 14th, 


„ attain to everlaſting Felicity“.“ 


and Food and Rayment, which are abſolutely neceſſary to con- 
tinue Life, in order to bring about the Deſigns of God in 
the Covenant of Grace, vix. That they may be made like 
„ the Image of his only begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt, that they 
„ may walk religiouſly in good Works, and at length, by 
God's Mercy 

And we know the temporal 
Covenant were founded upon conditional Obedience, as the 
Event abundantly verified; whereas the other, or ſpiritual 
2 Promiſes had Obedience given in them. But had your Paſtor 
examined the Circumſtances (as he calls them) inſtead of diſ- 
2 miſſing them from the Argument, I am 
have found Reaſons not to confound the total of the Abra- 
> hamic Covenant, with the Covenant of Grace. | 
a your Member ſays, How can it be ac- 
counted for, that there ſhould be a Diſtinction made be- 


Promiſes of the Abrahamic 


perſuaded he would 


* tween the Old Covenant and the New, if as you fay, they 
are the fame? and why ſhould the New be repreſented as 
aua better Covenant, and eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes'? 
Io which your Paſtor anſwers ; 


6 The Covenant, 


as we have it ſet forth in the Goſpel, 


js called New, not in Regard of the Subſtance, but Man- 


Fas T. 
* iv Ss 


© Church of Eng. Article I th, 


ner of Diſpenſation ; it being ratified afreſh by the 


Blood 
6s and 


"= 
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c and actual Sufferings of Chriſt ; being freed from thoſe Rites 7 
and Ceremonies wherewith it was formerly adminiſtred ; 7? 
c containing a more full and clear Revelation of the My- the 
<< ſteries of Religion; attended with a larger Meaſure of tge 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit; propounded and extended fro 
& to all, and never to wax old or be aboliſhed, as to this 
«© new Edition of it: and for the ſame Reaſons it is faid to © 
c he a better Covenant“. the 
This is putting the Old and New on the ſame Foot- us 
ing; but with Submiſſion to this learned Gentleman, 
I apprehend the Apoſtle gives us better Reaſons for thoſe 
different Denominations of Old and New Covenants :' See 
Heb. viii. 6.13. But now hath he (ſpeaking of Chriſt) G1 
obtained a more excellent Miniſtry, by how much alſo he is 2 
the Mediator of a better Covenant, which was eſtabliſhed on 
upon better Promiſes. For if that firſt Covenant had been fo 
. Faultleſs, then ſhould no Place have been ſought for the ſi- 
cond. For finding Fault with them, he ſaith, Behold the © 
Days come, faith the Lord, when I will make a new Covenant © 
with the Houſe of Iſrael, and the Houſe of Judah. Not ac- 
cording to the Covenant that I made with their Fathers, in tbe 
Day when I took them by the Hand, to lead them out of the © 
Land of Egypt, becauſe they continued not in my Covenant, 
and I regarded them not, ſaith the Lord. For this is the C- 
denant that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael, after thoſe * 
Days, faith the Lord, I will put my Laws into their Mind, 
and write them in their Hearts: And I will be to them 4 
Cod, and they ſhall be to me a People. And they ſhall not © 
teach every Man his Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, © 
faxing, know the Lord: For all ſhall know me, from the leaft 
to the greateſt. For I will be merciful to their Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, and their Sins and Iniquities will I remember no more. 
ln that be ſaith, A new Covenant, he hath made the firſt 
Old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth Old, is ready to 
' vaniſh away. En 1 * | 5 
Thus we ſee, the Old Covenant in one Part of it was 
ſounded upon conditional Promiſes, and ſupported only 0 0 
wretched Reſolutions, and backſliding Will of Fallen Main. 
Whereas the Promiſes of the New, were founded upon the ' 
Sovereign Will, and ſupported by the abſolute and uncon- 
troulable Reſolution of the Almighty; which ſhews an infinite 
Difference between the Old Moſaic and the New, or Goſpel 
Covenant. And therefore your Paſtor had forgot 5 — 


WW” 4 e 82 


3 


8 5 2 
pe r 
4 1 wm. 2 
* * 


oh 


ofe Rites 7 


nniſtred ; 


e of the 
extended 
s to this 
is ſaid to 


to be im 


Rabliſhed © 


_ been 
the ſe- 
Hold 4 
Covenant 
Not ac- 
Ss, in the 
ut of the 
zoverant, 


s the Co- 


"© 
Pl. 

5. 
has - 
4 | 
4 * 
wy. 


about INFANT BAPTISM. 1 5 


Reaſons, why they are called Old and New, with Regard to 
the My- tze Nature and Manner of the Promiſes. 


* 


But before I proceed, I cannot but take Notice of a Citation 


from Clar#s Arnot. in Page the 11th, „The moral Law by 


. — n 7 
N * - >, J's * 


ter thoſe 


r Mind, © 


| them a © 


Hall not 


Brother, 


the leaft 
ighteouſe 
more. 


the firſt 


ready to 


4 diſcovering Sin and the Curſe, did drive to Chriſt for Par- 
cc“ don”; this, as I take it, is brought to prove that it was 
the ſame with that Covenant which is made betwixt God and 
us through 


Chriſt. | 


But as the moral Law by its Precepts and Penalties, fills 
the Soul with the Horrors of God's Wrath, and Juſtice, I 
cannot ſee how it can be the ſame with the Covenant of 


F 
= 


Grace, any more than a human Law, which hath condemned 
a Malefactor to Death, can be denominated an Act of Grace, 
only becauſe it ſtimulates the Party to apply to the Prince 
for Pardon. 

But your Paſtor ſays, „They under the Law obtained 
4c Salvation, by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt”. Then the 
Fewiſh Covenant, could have no hand in their Salvation ; 
therefore not the ſame which is made betwixt God and us 
through Chriſt, the moral Part being too ſevere to juſtify, 
and the ceremonial too weak to obtain Pardon. 

J have been the more particular here, becauſe the Argu- 
ment is not only inconſiſtent with it ſelf, but more dangerous 
in its Conſequence, than [nfant-Baptiſm : for when Perſons 
ſhall ſee it aſſerted, by Maſters in Iſrael, that the Covenant 
made with the Jews, (of which all know the Ten Com- 
mandments to be the only Part remaining) is the fame which 
was made betwixt God and us through iſt ; they will be 
tempted to reſt in it for Juſtification : And in ſo doing, loſe 
their Souls, for as many as are of the Works of the Law, 
are under the Curſe, Gal. iii. 10. 

Page the 14th, your Paſtor ſays, that which I have next 


2 © to advance is, that Infants were included in the Covenant 
of Old, and in Conſequence of that admitted Members of 


= « the Church; for the Proof of this I refer you to Gen. 


© xvii. 914. Where we read, that every Man-child was 
« to be circumciſed at eight Days: and it is expreſly faid of 
ec theuncircumciſed Man- child, that Soul ſhall be cut off from 
« his People, he hath broken my Covenant. Accordingly 
& we find that Infants were circumciſed at the Time appoint- 
« ed ; and this was done as long as the Jewiſh Oeconomy 
continued, and till the Goſpel Diſpenſation ſuperſeded it. 
* By this Sign or Token the Circumciſed became engaged a 
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& be God's People: (and from Dr. Patrick) For it was nat : 


cc a mere Mark whereby they ſhould be known to be Abra- 
« ham's Seed, and diſtinguiſhed from other Nations: but 

e they were made by this the Children of the Covenant, and 
c entitled to the Bleſhngs of it“. 

I fuppoſe your Paſtor believes Dr. Patrict, becauſe he cites 
him, and if fo, his Doctrine is ſelf· contradictory; for if Cir- 
cumciſion makes them Children of the Covenant, it ſuppoſes 
they were not in it if they were not circumciſed, then how 
could they be cut off as Covenant-Breakers, who were never 
in it by Circumciſion ? And if they were in this Covenant, 
by vertue of being Abraham's Seed, or his Purchaſe, how 
could Circumciſion make them Children of it ? unleſs they had 
two Titles to it; as to which your Paſtor is filent, but his 
Citation fays, 4+ Circumciſion makes them Children of the 
« Covenant, and entitles them fo the Bleſſings of it”? ; if ſo, 
it could not ariſe from their being Abraham's Children. n. 

But ſee the next Anſwer of your Paſtor to the Member, 
wherein he denies that circumcifing a Perſon was a Token of 
one Part of the Covenant, and not of the other, and coms 
pare the Text above, which he brings to prove that Infants 
were included in the Covenant of Old, viz. That Saul ſball 
be cut off from his People, he hath broken my Covenant ; 
And the Citation here to prove that Circumciſion entitled In- 
fants to the ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings included therein, 
as well as to the Inheritance of Canaan ; then, the Scrip- 
ture muſt be made to run thus: If a male Infant, or adult 
Perſon, by his Parent's Negle& or Ignorance, or his own 
Ignorance or Neglect, or any other Means, is not cir- 
cumciſed, he ſhall be put to Death (or excommunicated) and 

be de prived of eternal Bleſſings in another World. 

If it ſhould be objected, that this is meant of the Adult 
only ; take Notice there is no Age ſet for Execution (or 
Excommunication) but the Infant, as well as the Adult, muſt 
ſuffer for Breach of Covenant; for it is ſaid, the uncircum- 
ciſed Man-child, that is an Infant after eight Days old. | 

It is true, that under that ſevere Diſpenſation, Infants often 
ſuffered for the Sins of their Parents, both. by the Hand and 
Command of God; but that they periſhed eternally on that 
Account, which muſt be the Cafe if your Paſtor's Doctrine i is 
true, is not to be believed. 

Therefore that Scripture muſt run better, according to the 


Baptift's Explanation, thus: * 


| 7 ate it fairly, „ Infants were Members of the 


ek and Men, that Jeſus Chrit the Bon of God, 


A 
1 
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If a male Infant, or adult Perſon, by the neglect of his 


Parents, his own Ignorance, or any other Means, is not cir- 


ciſed, he ſhall be put to Death, and be deprived of all the 


temporal Bleſſings of my Covenant, made with Abraham, 


* 


Which he hath broken; but if he belongs to that Part which 
is ſpiritual or the Covenant of Grace, his Soul ſhall be ſaved 
eternally. Now which Explanation is beſt, is ſubmitted to all 
candid Judgments, and from this it appears, that Circumci- 
jon was a Token of the W Part chiefly, if not only, of 
the Covenant of Old. And to confirm it, ſee Rom. ix. 6. for 
they are not all of (ſpiritual) //ael, which are of (literal) 
FVael; and ver. 8. They which are the Children of the 
Fleſh, theſe are not the Children of God: but the Children 


pf the Promiſe, are counted for the Seed. Whence we may 
ſafely conclude, that there were two Parts in, and two ſorts 


of Perſons under that Covenant. 
Page the 15th, your Paſtor ſays, The next Step which 


% I take in the Argument is this, as Infants ſtood in Cove- 


4 nant Relation to God, and were accounted Members of 
c the Church formerly, ſo they have the ſame Privileges 


This Argument looks plauſible at firſt Sight, but let us 
| Jewiſh 
„ Church, therefore they ought to be Members of the 
„ Chriſtian Church”. As I hinted before, it is wonderful, 
that People will plead for a Fewi/h Model, when the New 
Teſtament is ſo explicit. | 
But let us remember, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has by his 
Death, taken away all the temporal Promiſes of his Abra-. 
*hamic, and Moſaic Covenants, (except neceſſary Food and 
*Rayment) nailing them to his Croſs, and left none remain- 
ing, but the ſpiritual and eternal Part, contained in the Co- 
venant of Grace; which hath brought Life 1 

o Light through the Gofpel, for all Abraham's ſpiritual Chil- 

ren, or Belieyers ; and none ought to be admitted to the 

facred Ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, but they 

who (in the Judgment of Charity) can give Evidence, that 
they have a ſaving Faith in the Redeemer, and a Converſation 
agreeable thereto; and thereby appear to have an Intereſt in 


* under the Goſpel”. | 


the Covenant of Grace; and they who thus voluntarily offer 


1 


themſelves, as Subjects of thoſe divine Inſtitutions, beſt an- 
ſwer the Deſign of the Legiſlator, by making it W to 
nas A 
wilt 


Grays 
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willing People in the Day of his Power: All which Infants 


cannot do. | 

But to return to the Argument above mentioned, that 
« Infants were Members of the FJewi/h Church, therefore 
c they ought to be Members of Chriſtian Churches“. And 

Your Paſtor aſſigns three Reaſons to ſupport his Aſſertion, 
VIZ. | 

1. That our kind and merciful Redeemer, did not deprive 
« little Children of any of the Privileges which had been 
« before granted them.“ 

2. I hat as the Goſpel Church was to be larger than the 
« Jerbiſß Church, therefore Infants were not excluded, be- 
« cauſe that would deprive them of their Privileges”. 

3. It is no where ſaid in Scripture that Infants were ex- 
© cluded from the Church and Covenant, therefore their 
« Privileges are ſtill continued“. 

Theſe Reaſons ſeem catculated only to work upon the 
Affections of tender Parents, by infinuating that Baptiſm intitles 

their Infants to wonderful things ; which however, he has not 
thought fit to particularize ; but after tive Pages ſpent in aſſert- 
ing the Point, it is but mere begging the Queſtion : For the 
Baptiſts never in Word or Deed, denied their Children any 
Privileges which could be of Uſe to their Souls, as will eafily 
appear, by comparing their Privileges with the Privileges of 
their Opponent's Children; and which, if I miſtake not, 


will ſufficiently invalidate his three Reaſons with all thinking 
People. As 


7 
1. The Pædobaptiſt's Infants have the Priviteges of the Pray- 
ers of their Parents, and the Churches, as ſoon as they are 
in being, and beſore they are baptized, ſo have the Baptiſts 
Infants ; therefore they are equal under this Conſideration. 

2. The Pædobaptiſt's Children, when they come to Rea- 
ſon, are inſtructed in the Principles of Chriſtianity, taught 
and exhorted to read and hear the Scriptſture, to obey the 
Ordinances of Chriſt, to do unto all Men as they would all 
Men ſhould do unto them : all theſe Privileges the Baptiſt's 
Children enjoy too, therefore equal likewiſe here. 

3. The Pædolaptiſt's Children have Examples of Virtue 
and Piety ſet them, by their godly Parents: the Bapti/?”s 
Children have the ſame, where their Parents are religious. 


4. The Great God often bleſſes the Prayers, Inſtructions, © 


and Examples, of the Pædobaptiſis to the Converſion of their 


£2 : and the Caſe is the ſame, when he pleaſes, with 
: Reſpect 1 4 
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pect to the Children of Baptiſis. So that theſe being the 


geal apparent Privileges of both Parties; I cannot ſee but all 


"their Advantages are upon an equal Footing. 


It it ſhould be objected, that the Pædobaptiſt's Children 
have the Advantage of being put in Mind of Obligations 
which they laid themſelves under, by Vows made by them 


in Infancy ; I take this to be only an imaginary Privilege; 


becauſe it will be a Difficulty to make the Children believe 
t they made any ſuch Vows. But the Advantages which 
the Bapri/?'s Children have are real, becauſe now they have an 


=Opportunity of making Vows by Baptiſm with their Under- 


Fanding and Judgment, and by knowing what they do, muſt 
Mink themſelves obliged to perform them. 

From what has been faid in anſwer to theſe Reaſons, we 
may ſee the Weakneſs of your Paſtor's Inſinuation here, and 
throughout his whole Piece, that the Baptiſts are guilty of 
Tobbing Infants of their Privileges ; whereas the contrary ma- 
nifeſtly appears, for their Children have rather the Advantage. 
In the next Place, he proceeds to ſnew that the Privileges 
of Infants are continued under the Goſpel, and argues from 


ſour Texts of Scripture to prove it. 


We might here ſatisfy ourſelves with what has been ſaid 
ve, concerning the Privileges of baptiz d, and unbaptiz'd 


1 fants, as a ſufficient Anſwer to this; but that nothing ma- 
terial may be overlook'd, they ſhall be confider'd diſtinctly. 


> The firſt is Mart. xix. 14. Suffer Little Children to come 


unto me, and forbid them not, for of fuch is the Kingdom 


of Heaven. 

> Your Paſtor, to do him Juſtice, does not bring this Text 
to prove I::fant Baptiſm directly, (as ſome weak People have 
ny but to prove, that Chriſt acknowledged them Mem- 


pers of his Goſpel Church, or of his Kingdom; and there- 


fore ſays, "That Chriſt did not baptize theſe Infants is 
* granted, but he put his Hands upon them and bleſſed 
them; and we think plainly intimated their Fitneſs to 
* be admitted into his Church, and ſo to receive Chriſtian 
% Baptiſm, the only Means of entring Perſons into his King- 
% dome. 

I chink what is mentioned here in favour of Inſant-Baptiſin, 


is a ſtrong Proof againſt it, for if Baptiſm is the only 


Means of entring 
© infants were fit Subjects for that Kingdom, why did not our 
Lord enter them by Baptiſm ? 1 8 none will preſume 
3 | 1 


Perſons into Chriſt's Kingdom, and thoſe 


0 
lay 
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fay he had forgot it, or that he neglected to order his Diſ- ; 1 
ciples to do it, or that the Parents would not ſuffer it; 


when they were ſo deſirous to bring them to him? But it 

is ſaid, „ He put his Hands upon them, and bleſſed them, 

6 or prayed, and therefore they ought to be baptized”. 
But is not this concluding too faſt, and calling in Queſtion 


the Wiſdom of our Lord, who it is granted did not baptize + as 


them ? and therefore I conceive it would become us, as good 
Seryants, not to go beyond his Line. That Miniſters, or 


private Chriſtians, ought to bleſs or dedicate Infants to God 


by Prayer, the Baptiſts did never deny ; but as to the Point 
in diſpute, they think it beſt to follow that which is granted 
to be their Lord's Example, that is, not to baptize them, 
And if there was nothing elſe to be advanced againſt 
Infunt-Baptiſin, beſides this Inſtance of our Lord's Conduct, 
it ought to have great Weight with tender Conſciences ; for 
if cloſely conſidered, it viſibly makes againſt that Practice. 
But the ſecond Text advanced is, 1 Cor. vii. 14. For the 
unbelieving Husband is ſanctified by the Wife, and the un- 
believing Wife is ſanctified by the Husband, elſe were your 
Children unclean ;z but now are they holy. As to which he ſays, 
«© This is not to be underſtood of a real Holineſs, or inter- 


& nal Purity, but the Meaning muſt be, that ſuch Children 4 . 


<< were not upon the ſame Foot with thoſe of the Heathens, 
& ſtiled the Unclean, in Oppoſition to the Fews, God's 
& Covenant People; but federally holy, and fo to be entred 
& into the Chriſtian Church, and admitted into the Meſſiah's 
4 Kingdom, as was ſaid before“. 

Your Paſtor has been hitherto pleading for Infants being 


admi o Church Memberſhip, in Right of their Deſcent 
from ents, and yet owns here, that they receive 


no real Hole or internal Purity, therefore herein he de- 4 


clares That a Goſpel Church may conſiſt of many Members, 1 


who cannot be eſteemed realy holy, or internally purified. - 


But the Apoſtle could eſteem every Member of the ancient 
Churches really holy, and internally purified. By one Spi- 
rit we are all baptized into on Body, and have been 


all made to drink into one Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. In whom 
you alſo are builded together, for àa Habitation of , through 
the Spirit, Epbeſ. ii. 22. Theſe Inſtances plainly demon- 
ſtrate, that all Perſons ought to give Indications of their real 
Holineſs, or internal Purity, befote they are admitted to 


_ 
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" 2 
1 | 
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Church Memberſhip. 
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| ; b 3 But in Anſwer to your Paſtor's federal Holineſs, which he 


uffer it; Sys Infants receive from their Parents, I perceive he means 
But it '# Jeri Holineſs, in Oppoſition to the Heathen ; but 
d them, his cannot be the Meaning of the Text, for the Jewifh 
ed”, - Man taking a heatheniſh Woman corrupted their Children, 
Queſtion and they were obliged to put away both Wife and Children: 
t baptize g may be ſeen, Ezra, chap. x. and Nehemeh, chap, xili. 
as good Whereas the Apoſtle allows, if one of the married Couple is 
ſters, or @Believer, the Child is holy, therefore he could not mean a 
to God % Holineſs ; but to come at the Apoſtle's true Meaning, 
he Point e may obſerve from the firſt Verſe, and the two ſucceeding 
granted hapters, that the Corinthians had wrote to him, to know 
ze them. hw to behave with regard to Matrimony, Slavery, Celibacy, 
| againſt Fc. and particularly about cohabiting with their unbelieving 
:ondut, Husbands and Wives; to which he anſwers, that they were 
des; for Wot to be put away, nor depart from the Unbeliever ; for in 
tice. 2Þ doing, they would loudly declare to their own Conſciences 
For the ind others, that their former State of Matrimony was unlaw- 
the un- Fl, and conſequently unholy, and their Children, which they 
re your pad in that State unclean or unholy, that is, illegitimate ; 
he ſays, Not that the Apoſtle eſteemed the Matrimony of any of the 
or inter- Heathen unlawful, but the Conſciences of theſe new Chriſtians 
Children peing tender, were ready to doubt that it might be ſo; 
eathens, Mherefore he lets them know, that a true Believer, ſanctifies 
God's very Station and Relation of Life, with the Word of God 
e entred and Prayer, and for that Reaſon their living with, and eſteem- 
leſſiah's Ing their Wives lawful, and their Children legitimate, was 
Acceptable in the Sight of God; not that the unbelieving 

s being Husband, Wife, or Child, were more holy in the Sight of 
Deſcent VBod than they, were before; but now they are ſanctified or 
receive Made holy w Abe Believer's own Conſcience by Vertue of 
he de- Faith, which they were not before, as it is faid; Tie. i. 15. 
embers, Pnto the Pure all things are pure, but unto them that are 
urified. filed and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their 
ancient Mind and Conſcience is defiled. Beſides, the Holineſs in 
ne Spi- Piſpute cannot give the Child a Title to Baptiſm ; for if it 
ve been ces, it muſt give the ſame Title to the unbelieving Husband 
; whom pr Wife; and I think all the Pædobaptiſts agree, that Faith 
through P required in the Adult to qualify them for that Ordinance ; 
demon- put I fee no Neceflity for ſuch a Uification, if their rea- 
eir real ſoning from this Text is ſound, for the Apoſtle puts the Child 


tted to 


22nd the unbelieving Parent upon an equal Foot: the one is 
1 holy, and the other is ſanctiſied, which muſt mean the ſame 


thing. 
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The third Text, which your Paſtor brings to prove the 
Continuance of Infants Privileges, is As ii. 39. For the 
Promiſe is to you and your Children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. From 
whence he argues thus; ©* Now nothing could encourage 
them more than to be aſſured that upon an unfeigned Re- 
6 pentance, and their becoming Chriſt's Diſciples, they 
« ſhould obtain the Remiſſion of their Sins, and all thoſe Be- 
& nefits for themſelves and their Children too, that were 


« included in, and ſecured by the Covenant made with IJ 


«< Abraham, or the Covenant of Grace; and moreover, 
« that they ſhould be capable of the Gifts of the Holy 
«« Ghoſt, and even of thoſe miraculous ones which they 
« were Witnefles ot“. | 

According to this Definition, there were ſeveral diſtinct 
Things which the Jetus were to obtain for themſelves and their 
Children, upon an unfeigned Repentance, and their be- 
coming Chriſt's Diſciples : As, 

1. Remiſhon of Sins. 

2. Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, | 

5 The Benefits of the Covenant of Grace. 

ut I cannot underſtand which of theſe the Fei Infants 
were to receive upon their Parent's Obedience; they could 
not receive Remiſhon of actual Sins, for they could commit 
none, without the Uſe of Reaſon, and they could not receive 
Remiſſion of original Sin becauſe that would be attended 
with real Holineis and internal Purity, which none will 
pretend to be the Caſe, at leaſt not univerſally. 

And as to the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtle ſums 
them up in 1 Cor. xii. 8. 10. For to one is given by 
the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom ; to another the Ward 0 
Knowkage by the ſame Spirit. To another Faith by the 
fame Spirit : To another the Gifts of Healing by the fame 
Spirit: To another the working of Miracles, to another Pro- 


phecy, to another diſcerning of Spirits, to another divers kind: 7% 


ef Tongues, to another the Interpretation of Tongwes. 
Now here are the Saving, the Edifying, and the miracu- 


lous Gifts of the Ho] y Ghoſt : and which of theſe can 1 4 
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ence of its Parents? For as to the Gifts of Miracles, or 
thoſe for the edifying the Church, there is no rational Man 
Gn think Infants capable of receiving them; and indeed, I 
cannot believe your Paſtor thinks ſo ; and as to the ſaving 
Gift, ſuch as Faith, this likewiſe produces real Holineſs, and 
internal Purity, and therefore cannot come under your Paſtor's 
Meaning: It remains then to find out what theſe Benefits of 
the Covenant of Grace are, which he does mean ; but he 
s eiſewhere they are all needful Supplies of Grace here, 
Glory hereafter: but this likewiſe is real Holineſs, and 
in rity, which he denies can come by the Parent's 

ith : therefore what theſe Benefits are, muſt ſtill remain 
Wn unfolded Myſtery. 


So that it remains, that theſe Benefits of the Covenant of 


Grace, ſo often aſſerted by your Paſtor, to be convey'd by 


1 de Parent's Faith to the Children, and which he has no ſoon- 


explain'd, but immediately contradicts, are not to be 
und either in Scripture, Reaſon, or Experience: For my 
wn Part, I believe the Apoſtle's Meaning is to be confin'd 
Joel's Prophecy, where God promiſes theſe miraculous - 
ifts; and the more ſo, becauſe he repeats it in ver. 16— 
88. and encourages his Hearers to Faith and Repentance : 


at they might be Pattakers of them, as they ſaw the belice 
Jing Diſciples were. 


In the next Paſlage, your Paſtor aſſerts, "That this Pro- 
miſe is not conhn'd to thoſe only, who are or ſhall be 
actually called of God. But how does this appear? if it be 
meant of the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, they were 
got uſually given to the uncalled, and never to Infants. 

> The fourth Text brought to prove the Continuance of 
Children's Privileges, is Rom. 11. 20. Becauſe of Unbelief 
hey were broken off, from which your Paſtor obſerves, 


When our Saviour, the promiſed Meſſiah came, ſome of 


them received him in that Character, and declared theme 
ſelyes Believers ; and all ſuch, together with their Infant 
« Seed, continued related to God as his People, and were 

in Covenant with him as under the former Diſpenſation. 


*The Children of ſuch Believers could not be broken off, 


& becauſe they could not be charg'd with Unbelief, nor 


de guilty of it: and they could not be rejected upon their 
, Parent's Account, becauſe theſe are ſuppoſed to be Be- 
3 lievers . On this I cannot but remark, that, 


Ygur 
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Your Paſtor ſays, in Page the 17th, he is pleading the 4 
Cauſe of Chriſtian Children, but here it ſeems to be at the 
Expence of the 7ewi/h Children, whom he has effectuallß 


pleaded againſt, for upon his Principles, they were in Cove- 
nant with God before our Saviour came, but upon his coming, 
and their Parent's rejecting him, they (the Infants) forfeited 
their Covenant Relation; ſo that according to this, it would 
have been ſo far better for the greater Number of the poor 
Jewiſh Infants, that Chriſt had never came into the World ; 

becauſe by his coming it gave an Opportunity to their Pa 
rents to reject him, and thereby occaſion their being caſt 
out of the Covenant of Grace. But he fays, he means the 
believing Feww's Children were continued in Covenant with 
God by Virtue of their Parent's Faith in Chrift : but I cannot 
fee what Advantage in this Reſpect, theſe Infants could have 
by Chriſt's coming, if it was only a Continuance of their 
Privileges without any Addition; but perhaps he will ſay, 


when they grew up, they had the additional Privilege of 


hearing the New Teſtament : ſo have Children that never 
were baptized, as J have hinted before. 

But let it be remembred, that the Children of the Jews 
have at this Day, the fame real Priv ileges, they ever had, 
they are circumciſed the eighth Day, and when they grow 


up they hear the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, which Pe) 


the Apoſtle tells us, was one of their chief Advantages ; 


Rom. ii. 2. therefore, when he ſays, the Gentiles were erafted b 


in, he muſt mean the Adult among the Romans, and others, 
who received the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, and had the Ad- 


vantage of diſcovering by the fame, the clear Method of Sal- 


vation, Grace, and Immortality, which it brings to light: 


which Infants are incapable of whilſt deſtitute of the Uſe ol 


Reaſon. 


If it ſhould be objected to this, we know not but God may ; 


reveal his Grace to Infants before the Exerciſe of Reaſon, in | 


a Manner which we know not of, and therefore they ought 
to be baptized, (as I have heard weak People talk) this is but 


a chimerical Way of reaſoning, and we ought to ſtay until we | 


know if not the Manner of his revealing his Grace, yet the 3 | 


Matter of it, by its Fruits, before we baptize them ; for Mi- 


niſters are but Men, who muſt adminiſter that Ordinance, and a 


. not the Subjects of Faith, but 1 their Fruits. 
us I have conſidered all your Paſtor” 8 


cluſire. 


eaſons for Infe an- 


Bapriſn, from the Arabamic Coons. and find them i 2 * 
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ſive. He goes on to give his Reaſons for Inſant-Baptiſm 


Jom Circumciſion; the firſt is, 
ectualljß 


„ That at our Saviour's coming, he was about to diſſolve 
the ceremonial Law; and Circumciſion being a painful 
and bloody Rite, and confin'd to the Jewih Church, 
it was proper to lay it aſide in favour of Chriſt's Diſ- 
ciples, who were called to take his Yoke and Burden 
upon them, which was to be eaſy and light”. 

The Second is, It is reaſonable to think, that when 
&* Circumciſion was laid aſide, fo as no longer to be the ini- 
2 tiating Rite; our Saviour would make Choice of ſome 
Mother, and as outward and viſible Signs, are apt to ſtrike 
aud affect us, it might have been a great Obſtruction to 
& the Spread of the Goſpel, if there had been no viſible 
Way appointed by our Saviour for the ſolemn Admiſſion 
of themſelves and their Children into his Kingdcm ; 
ſo that when he ordered Circumciſion to be ſet aſide, it 
might have been expected that he would appoint another 
$ Rite to ſupply its Place“. 

I am perſuaded, if your Paſtor had remember'd, by what 
Pirit the true Goſpel is propagated, he would not have in- 
uated that it may meet with Obſtruction for want of a 
Wiking Sign; but if ſtriking and affecting Signs are neceſſary, 
ey muſt needs be more ſtriking at the Baptiſm of a humble 
enitent Believer, than at the Sprinkling of a thoughtleſs Infant. 


e grafted Again, he fays, It is not only reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
d others, he would do ſo ; but it is certain that he has actually done 
the Ad- it, and that when Circumciſion was diſuſed, Baptiſm was 
d of Sa- the Rite appointed by which Perſons were to be received 
o light: a Members of his Church and Kingdom. Accordingly, 
e Uſe of we are ſaid to be baptized into Chriſt, and thereby to put 
on Chriſt, Gal. iii. 27. And we find, that as ſoon as 
God may ay made a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, - they were admitted 
eaſon, in into the Church by that Sacrament, not being look'd 
ey ought upon as belonging to it before. 
his is but lere your Paſtor conſeſſes, when any in Scripture were 
until we mitted into the Church by the Sacrament (as he calls it) 
, yet the Baptiſm, they made a Profeſlion of Faith before they 
for Mi- Pere baptized, which is all that the Bapzifts contend for, 


ance, and 


ruits. 
xr Infani- 
m incon- 


. 4 
wy 1 
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xt 


of 2mothy muſt be baptized before he was circumciſed, for he 
cluſive. 


do the Subjects of Baptiſm; and *tis Pity all the Chriſtian 
Fhurches don't return to that Scripture Practice. But if none 
ere look'd upon as belonging to the Church before Baptiſm, 
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is faid to be a Diſciple, As xvi. 1. and therefore a Church- 3 


Member; and if Baptiſm came in the Room of Citr- 


cumciſion, how came the Apoſtle Paul to circumciſe him 


after he was baptized ? which would have been rendring his 
Baptiſm invalid, if the Apoſtle had thus inverted their Order; 
which is a plain Proof by the Way, that Baptiſin had no Regard 
to Circumciſion. Beſides, we know that many of the believing 
Jews circumciſed their Children after their own Baptiſm, 
under the Eyes of Peter, James, John, and the other A- 
poſtles, as may be ſeen, Ads xxi. 21 ——24. who could not 
allow it without Hypocriſy, if Baptiſm came in the Room o 
Circumciſion. 


But the fourth Reaſon for this Point is very remarkable for | 


the Interpretation of Scripture. <* Hence it is, ſays he, = 
ct that Baptiſm may be properly ſaid to come in the 


ec tution ſucceeds in the Place of another. 


„ with him in Baptiſm, Sc. By 


e which was made with Hands, but Baptiſm which is a Rite 


& of Initiation to Chriſtians as Circumciſion was to the. 


ce etos“. | 


ere I ſuppoſe your Paſtor means Water-Baptiſm, becauſ i 
But Baptiſm cannot be called Circum- 
ciſion, becauſe it is faid to put off the Body of the Sins 
the Fleſh, and the Baptiſts do not pretend, that Yater-Baj * 
iſ has that Efficacy : beſides, it is ſaid to be made withou 

ands, and I never heard either the Pedobapti/ts, or Ba 
tiſts, baptized without Hands. Neither do I believe tha * 


he calls-it a Rite. 


the perſonal Circumciſion of Chriſt is intended. But th 
true Meaning of the Apoſtle I take to be this; He hi 
been warning the Colaſſians in their Reſearches after God, 


oom 
« of Circumciſion; for ſo it did, not as the Antitype ſuc- 4 
& ceeded in the Place of the Type, but as one poſitive Inſti-· 
And upon that 
« Account, Baptiſm is called by the Apoſtle Circumciſion, 7? 
« Coloſ. ii. 11, 12. Ye are circumciſed with the Circum- 
c cifion made without Hands, in putting off the Body of 
<< the Sins of the Fleſh by the Circumciſion of Chriſt buried 
the Circumciſion oi 
«« Chriſt here cannot be meant his own Perſonal Circumciſion, % 


and getting rid of Sin, not to make Uſe of the Heathen R. Feli 
ligion, which was built upon Philoſophy, and vain Deceit; ati 


becauſe in Chriſt the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt bodily, 
and they were compleat in him. And for the ſame Reaſon; 
not to obſerve the Pecularities of the Religion of tk 
Jetta, which was founded upon Circumciſion : becauſe the 
| (08 
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"The Chriſtians) were circumciſed with a more noble Circum- 
Mon, namely the powerful Operation of his Holy Spirit, 
Shereby not a Part only, but the whole Body of Sin, as to 
s Dominion and Guilt, is cut off. And then, according 


Order; his uſual Manner, by a Tranſition of Argument, he puts 
Regard tem in mind, that by Bapti/m they profeſſed to be buried with 
elieving oh iſt, to the Gentile and Fewih Religion, as well as to the 
Baptiſm, Vanities and Pomp of the World. 
ther A. our Paſtor reaſons fifthly, “ As it was the Will of God, 
ould not tnat Infants ſhould be taken into his Church and Covenant 
Room of Þ formerly, and they were accordingly circumciſed ; and as 

their Privileges were never taken from them, ſo it may, 
cable for with the greateſt Reaſon be concluded, that it was alto- 
e, plain, "@ gether agreeable to our Saviour's Mind, that the Infants of 
e Noom g Believers under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, ſhould be taken 
ype ſuc. into the Chriſtian Church and Covenant, and therefore 
ve Inſti baptized, the only Way by which he has directed that to 
pon that i be done”. 
unciſion, As to Infant's Privileges being never taken from them, the 

Circun- Baptiſts never ſaid they were; and I have before proved, 
Body d pat their unbaptized Children have as many or more Privi- 
iſt duriet Woes than the Pædolaptiſts, therefore this is of no Force; 
ciſion od as to Baptiſm being the only Way of taking Perſons into 
unciſion, pe Covenant, if they are not there and feel the regenerating 
is a Rite Power of the Hol Ghoſt, before the Adminiſtration of that 
s to the. Prdinance, their aptiſm will be of no Uſe to them, which 

Pur Paſtor confeſſes in Page 37th, as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter. 
„ becauf gut he concludes this Part of the Argument with this Re- 

Circum ark: « Upon theſe Grounds I am fully convinced, the 
e Sins c Practice of the Pædobaptiſis may be well deſended ; though 
ater- Ba, ſome have taken it upon them to affirm, with the utmoſt 
; withou Confidence, that Infant-Beptiſm is no Inſtitution of Chriſt, 
or Ba and others, againſt Decency and good Manners, have 
ieve that given themſelves a Liberty to ſpeak of it in Language of 

But th! Contempt“. | 

He hi Flt muſt be confeſſed, that the Rules of good Manners and 
ter God, Decency, ought to be obſerved by every Denomination of 
then Re. "Fligious Societies towards each Bo and without recrimi- 
| Deceit; Wating on the Pædobaptiſis, if ſome unadviſed Baptiſts have 
It bodily. ehaved contrary to thoſe Rules, they are highly to be bla- 
> Reaſon; Wed, but that ſhould not be charged on their Body, it being a 
1 of tl IWvourite Principle with them, that every Man ought to be 
cauſe the lowed the utmoſt Latitude of Conſcience in the ban 

| D 2 0 
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of God, when it is conſiſtent with the Safety of other Mer Ws an 
Perſons and worldly Goods. But as to the other Part of thi WW ci 
Obſervation, for any thing your Paſtor has faid hitherto, | L 
am fully convinced that the Baptiſis have no Reaſon, but! 
continue to affirm with the utmoſt Confidence, that Infan 
Baptiſm is no Inſtitution of Chriſt. 
And whereas your Paſtor ſays, That Baptiſm comes in th 
room of Circumciſion, not as the Antitype ſucceeds in th 
Place of the Type, (which was warily minded) but as on | 
oſitive Inſtitution ſucceeds in the Place of another; the Tex 
which he brings to prove it, being proved to have a 
widely different from it, the Bapti/ts may take the Liber 
utterly to deny his Propoſition ; and ſhould he allow th: 
Circumciſion was a Type of Baptiſm, and that Abrahan' 3 
fleſhly Seed was a Type of his ſpiritual, it will compleath 
deſtroy, Infant-Baptiſm, . except we make the Ordinances « 
the Gofoel as Carnal as thoſe under the Law. For thu % 
I would reaſon | 4 
If the Children of ſpiritual Vel are to be baptized, be 
cauſe the Children of literal fred were circumciſed, wh 


| — 


* I 
5 
<< 


MAGA Seesen ee rEEACL) AS 


*y 
a” 


5 K j — S 


* . — 
Dn . 
- - \ , - 
» -- * 
* C * \ "4 


are the Children of ſpiritual Hue]? who but they who 
Hearts are circumciſed by the Holy Ghoſt, to keep the L. 
of Chriſt : For he is a Jew who is one imwardly, and Ci, 
cumciſien is that of the Heart in the Spirit, and not in in 
Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men but of God. Rom. i 
29. Again, | 
: If Abraham's promiſed Children are to be baptized, becaut #3 
his fleſhly Children were circumciſed ; who are his promiſe 
Children? but they who have Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. Fo, 
ſays the Apoſtle, If ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Hrabam N 
Sced ; and Heirs accoring to the Promiſe. Gal. iii. 29. Or thu, er. 
If Abraham's New Teſtament Seed are to be baptized, be 
cauſe his Old Teſtament Infants were circumcited, who a! e 
his New Teſtament Seed? but they who can reliſh the Nev 
Teſtament Food. As new born Babes deſire the fincer 
Milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. 1 Pet. li.. 
Now Infants being incapable of this are not the Subjects os 
Baptiſm. 2 
But to proceed, your Member offers ſome Objectioss 
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E 3 about InranT BAPTISM. 29 
zther Men We and as there is not, it muſt, I think, be done without ſuffi- / 
Part of thi WF cient Authority”.  . | 
hitherto, | To which your Paſtor anſwers, © I cannot apprehend that 
on, but! e there was any Need of our Saviour's faying in ſo many 
hat Infan e Words that Infants ſhould be baptized. He well knew 
-& that they had all along been admitted into the Feawih 

mes in th Church by Circumcifion, and that they were always taken 
ceds in ty into Covenant, as well as their Parents. Beſides, it has 
but as on been made appear by Men of the firſt Rank for Learning, 
; the Tex and ſuch as well underſtood the Cuſtoms of the Jetos, that 
a Meanin, they admitted the Infants of their Proſelytes into their 
he Liberz Church by Baptiſm as well as by Circumciſion. What 
allow thi Warrant they had for ſo doing is not the Queſtion ; but 
Abrahan' if it was their Manner, when our Lord gave a Commiſhon 
compleat\ F to his Apoſtles to go and diſciple all Nations, baptizmg 
linances d . them, had he intended to except Infants, he would cer- 
For thy WM fainly have told them ſo, that they might not miſtake his 
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p the Law 
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not in ti 
\ i, F< ſelves into the Church, and fo baptize them; and this it 
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bjections 4 4 f A 
; Children to be baptized (as your Paſtor confeſſes) which he 
ock in his Arms, was a full Explanation of his Commiſſion 
to his Apoſtles; and if Actions are allowed to ſpeak louder 
OO "than 


very mi. 
ny Exprc: 


g Infants 4 


Orders and act contrary to them. And the Bap- 
F< 7i/ts do grant, that there is no expreſs Prohibition of In- 
Fant-Baptiſin to be found in the New Teſtament, we may 
* conclude, that the Apoſtles underſtood the Commiſſion 
F< which they had to go and proſelyte the Nations, as mean- 
© ing, that they ſhould do by their Proſelytes as the Jetos 
„ did, that is to fay, admit their Children as well as them- 


„ is ſuppoſed they would do, though they had no expreſs 
Command about it, ſeeing their Maſter never forbid it“. 

= As to the Practice of the Jews baptizing the Infants of the 
proſelited Gentiles, if ſuch a Cuſtom prevailed, we know it 
Jas not from God, becauſe it is no where to be found in 
Fcripture; and the Apoſtles well knew they durſt not take any 
Authority from Men, their Maſter every where warning 
mem againſt it. | 
But as to the Apoſtles miſtaking our Saviour's Commiſſion, 
was not ſo doubtful as to be miſtaken, for in giving it he 
Enarged them and all their Followers, to obſerve all things 
Whatſoever he had commanded them, Mat. xxviii. 20. which 
Was a ſtrict Prohibition of every thing elſe, but his Com- 
ands and Example ; and his Example of not ordering thoſe 


30 Nemarls on a ConFERENCE Þ 
than Words, this was a louder forbidding of Infant-Baptiſm, * 
than Words could expreſs it, 9 

If a Prince's Ambaſſador who had received a Command to 
obſerve his Maſter's Inſtructions, ſhould go beyond thoſe In- 
ſtructions, and do things which were not commanded, becauſe # 
they were not forbidden, he would, I believe, receive but little 
Thanks for the fame, If it ſhould be objected to this, we 
«« know not all that our Saviour commanded his Apoſtles”. 
Let it be remembred, that all Proteſtants take the written 
Word only, for their Faith and Practice. 

But his next Reaſon as to it's not being commanded is, 
cc When any Point may be made appear by undeniable # 
«« Conſequences from Scripture, it ought to be admitted, 
« though no expreſs Words can be brought for the Proof 
<< of it. Oir bleſſed Saviour proved the important 
% Doctrine of the Reſurrection againſt the Sadduces, by Mi 
« Conſequence from the Covenant made with Abraham, 
«And. ſurely we ought to admit of ſuch Proofs as he 
thought concluſive”. * 

Here I would obſerve, that nothing has alter'd the Face of 
Religion ſo much as Conſequences, and therefore this Way 
of Reaſoning is extremely dangerous, and ought never to be 
practiſed but where there are no Facts, either for, or againſt 
the Queſtion propoſed, (which was the Caſe of our Lord's 
Argument with the Sadduces) and then we may ſafely draw ME 
Conſequences, provided they are cloſe and, undeniable. But I 
apprehend that the Conſequences drawn here for + nk #4 
tifm, are not only wide and deniable, but in manifeſt Oppo- 
ſition to Facts; for we are certain that the Adult were bap- 
tized, which cannot be faid of Infants : But if your Paſtor 8 
can prove Infant-Baptiſm, by ſuch undeniable Conſe- 
quence as our bleſſed Saviour brought, when he proved that 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob were then living, he will filence 9 
the Bapti/?s, otherwiſe they muſt ſtill take the Liberty to 
deny it. | — 8 

Bur his third Reaſon is, „The Baptiſis themſelves cannot df 
<« ſay that they have expreſs Words of Scripture to warrant 


«© every thing that they maintain and practice, and in ſeveral T. 
«© Caſes, which I could mention, their Proofs are only con- V 
« ſequential. . For ' inſtance, they (the greateſt Number of 2 
«« them I mean) religiouſly obſerve the firft Day of the L 
. Week as the Chriſtian Sabbath, and think (as we do) that ff Þ 


« there is a ſufficient Foundation in the New Teſtament 
| « for 


3 about INFANT BAPTISM. 31 
-Baptiſm, g for the Regard that is paid to it: But they allow (and fo 
„ muſt all) that we are no where expreſly commanded to 
c keep that Day holy. I ſhall mention Dipping 3 
thoſe In- This they repreſent as eſſential to true Baptiſm ; but how 
„ becauſe i do they prove it? John, ſay they, baptized in Enon near to 
but little „ Salim, becauſe there was much Water there. Chriſt 


3, © we * when he was baptized, is ſaid to go up ſtraitway out of the 
poſtles ?. „ Water. And when Philip baptized the Eunuch, we read 
e written that they went down both into the Water, c. There- 
fore dipping of the whole Body is the proper Mode of 
anded is, & Baptiſm, and there can be no other. Now pray, why 
ndeniable do they require an expreſs Command for baptizing Chil- 
dmitted, dren, when it is ſo obvious they have Recourſe to Conſe- 
e Proof Jn, in Defence of their own Tenets””? 
nportant o this I reply, if it is cloſely conſidered, it will appear, 


ces, by that the firſt Day Sabbath, has more than wide Conſequen- 
fbraham, Tes to ſupport it; for there are Examples which will juſtify 
fs as he he Obſervance of it. Read As xx. 6, y——and came to 
8 1 roas in five Days, where we abode ſeven Days; and upon the 
Face of Rfr./t Day o the Week, when the Diſciples came together to break 
is Way Bread, Faul preached unto them, ready to depart on the 
er to be Morrow, and continued his Speech until Midnight. This 
r againſt Example, if there were no other, the greater Number of 
r Lord's the Baptiſts think ſufficient to juſtify them in meeting toge- 
ly draw ther on the firſt Day of the Week, for their religious Exer- 
> But! Ciſes of Preaching and breaking of Bread: and if your Paſtor 
:nt-Bots an ſhew but one fuch Example of Infant-Baptiſm, it will be 
t Oppo- 2 © ſufficient, | 
ere bap- 8 To the ſecond Part of this Paragraph, wherein he attempts 
r Paſtor to ſhew, << That the Baptiſts take up their Practice of Dip- 
Conſe- ping, from the Relation of the Perſons baptized going 
ved that << down into, and coming up out of the Water”, it muſt 
| filence be confefled, theſe are glaring Conſequences, on the Side 
erty to et the Baptiſts ; but they have ſtill more than theſe, for they 
rhink it impoſlible to repreſent the Burial and Reſurrection 


7 3 4 


cannot of their Lord and Mafter Jeſus Chriſt without it. And 
warrant that they are not beholding to mere Conſequences for their 
| ſeveral Practice, is evident from the proper natural meaning of the 
ly con- Word Baptize, which may well be rendered in Engli/h Dip 
nber of e Immerge, and then the Account runs thus; Jobn was 
of the Dipping in Enon near to Salim, becauſe there was much 
10) that Water there. Jeſs when he was Dipped, went up ſtraight- 
ſtament Way out of the Water. And they went down both into 
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any ? But if there may be good Reaſons why there ſhould be 
there is no Reaſon why there ſhould be none in all the Scrip- e 
1 eſtaments are the only Rule of our Faith and Obedience. 


-+6 were none; mo ſowe have as much Right to draw a Con- 


32 Remarks on a CONFERENCE 1 
the Water, both Philip and the Eunuch, and he Dipped $ 
bim: For the Truth of this Remark, I appeal to the Conſci- 
ences of all knowing learned Men, as well Pedeaptifis 
hey 8 | _ * 

' Moreover, it is ſurpriſing, to ſee what Differences there pt 
are amongſt the Prrdohaptiſts themſelves, as to theſe unfar- W 
bidden Conſequences ; ſome of them uſe Cream, Oil, Salt 
and Spittle in Baptiſm, and fay, it is from Conſequence, and 
no where forbidden in Scripture. Others exclaim againſt 
22 ͤ COngneee: DE Example, and yet uſe the 
Sign of the Croſs. 

Again, your Member objedts, & Is it not ſtrange that we 
<< ſhould have no expreſs mention made of any Children that i; 
cc were Baptized by the Apoſtles ? if they underſtood their 
<< Comimiſſion as a Warrant for that Practice, and how can 
sc it be accounted for, that there ſhould not be ſo much 
«© as one plain Example in its Fayour ? To which your 
<< Paftor anſwers”, 


I cannot fee "that we could reaſonably expect to have L 
« any fuch Inſtances recorded, as you ſpeak of in the Acts In 
«© of the Apoſtles. Whoever A the Tenor of that J af 
66 3 (ſays a learned Author) and conſiders the State of — 
80 imes, will perceive that St. Luke's Aim is to give 70 


a ſummary Account of the main and principal Paſſages of 
<< their Lives, and of thoſe Paſſages eſpecially, in which 8 
they found the greateſt Oppoſition, and in ſuch a Hiſtory "I 
«© (which is but ſhort in all) who can look for an Account of 
«© what Children they baptized”? ? 

To this it may be ' replied,” St. Luke fays, Acts viii. 1 2. 4 
They were baptized hath Aden and Nomen, and is it not won- 
derful, that when the Evangeliſt made a Diſtinction betwixt 
them, he had not mentioned the Children likewiſe, if there were 


no Inſtance of Infant Baptiſm in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
ture; conſidering the holy Scriptures of the Old and New f : 

The next thing advanced is very extraordinary, We F 
read, ſays your Paſtor, of Families that were baptized. 
*< It is true, we cannot prove that there were any Infants 
belonging to them, nor can the Baptiſts prove that there 


66 cluſion . 
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b I about INFANT BAPTISM, 33 
Ln, I cluſion from thence in favour of our Practice, as they can 
ptifts 2 have againſt it“. 


I think the Deſign of your Paſtor here is to prove Infant 
aeaotiſin, and fays, there were Families baptized, and yet 
wns he cannot prove there were any Infants belonging to 

71. Sat em, but refers it to the Baptiſts to prove a Negative; but 
s they always apprehend, that he which aſſerts an Affirma- 


N wn we ought to prove it, or loſe the Argument. And there- 
2 * e this being a new Way of arguing, they think themſelves 
b &, that they can prove the Adult were baptized, but muſt 
hat we tinue to deny that Infants were, until better Proof is 
en that usht for it, than is to be found in this Paſſage. | 
d their © And the next is as remarkable, being in much the ſame 
ow can ms, They (the Baptiſts) are not able to produce any 
much Example in the New Teſtament of Perſons baptized at 
h your Age, whoſe Parents were Chriſtians when they were born”. 
by Chriſtians he means Believers, Mary the Mother of 
to have r Lord, Zacharias and Elizabeth were of this Number. 
he Acts t he goes on, We have ſufficient Proof, that Infant- 
of that 3 Baptiſm was cuſtomary ſoon after the Apoſtles Days, (as 


287 ſhall ſhew you preſently) from whence we may with great 
Probability infer, that it was taken from them“. 
Here we ought to be very cautious, leaſt we bring in 
Igerous Principles and Practices, which we have ſufficient 


| Hor, Woof were in the Churches ſoon after the Apoſtles Days; 
cunt of refore it is ſafeſt to adhere to Scripture and the Apoſtles 


s only. 

ij. 12. EY our Member goes on to object. The Commiſſion 
ot won- Siven by our Saviour to his Apoſtles, directs them to go 
betwixt and teach all Nations, baptizing them, Cc. by which it 
ere were ppears, that Teaching was to precede Baptiſm : The 
ould be me may be faid of Faith, according to what we read, 
2 ark xvi. 16. He that belicveth and is baptized ſhall be 
xe Scrip- as . 8 1 
\d New lere your Paſtor wiſely evades what his Pædolaptiſt Bre- 


\poſtles, | 


n have often urged about teaching all Nations; and there- 


© We as he does not think fit to mention it, I ſhall not inſiſt 
aptized. it. But he ſays, That which I obſerve is, that when 
Infants Strangers were to be proſelyted- to Chriſtianity, it was ne- 
at there eſlary that ſuch as were capable of being taught, ſhould 
a Con- be inform'd what the Religion was, which they were per- 
ſuaded to imbrace, and thoſe who were born and bred 


cluſion e either Tews or Heathens were to be inſtructed, before 


© their 
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34 Remarks on a CONFERENCE 3 
their Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Society; but it Joes 


& not follow from hence, that after they had been admitted, Fur, 
cc their Infant Seed were refuſed Baptiſm, ſeeing they had B. 


« a Right to a Sacramental Initiation into the Church, of 6 B 
« which their Parents were Members, as I have already , u 
cc made appear“. „N 


That Infants have a Right to Baptiſm from their Parents 6 ir 
Faith, from what he has ſaid as yet, I muſt take Leave to & p 


ſay, does not appear, at leaſt to me : And as to Strangers ri 
being at that time to be proſelyted to Chriſtianity, and that tl 
tos and Heathens were to be inſtructed before their Admiſ- le 
ion into the Chriſtian Society: It is my Opinion, that then C 
and at this time alſo, all Perſons born and bred Jaws, Hea- w 


thens, or nominal Chri/tians, being Strangers to the ſaving 
Knowledge of Chriſt by Nature, ought to be inſtructed; ang 
not only ſo, but to be examined and watched over, to ſet 
if the Spirit of God has made thoſe Inſtructions ſucceſsful to 
their ſpiritual Advantage, before they are baptized and ad- 
mitted into Church Communion ; for I apprehend, ch. , 
God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, for the Sake of their Pa. 
rents; but in every Nation, he that is a true Believer, i 
the only Perſon fit for holy Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 
And therefore Few, Heathens and nominal Chriſtians, ar 
all alike in the Sight of God, until his Spirit has plucke! 
them as Brands out of the Burning, by forming Chriſt : 
their Hearts. a 
Your Member farther objects, « That Infants are nc: 
cc capable of all the Ends of Baptiſm, and therefore nc! Peclar 
«© proper Subjects of it''. To which the Paſtor anſwer, here 
C That they are as capable of the Ends of it, as they wen 4 eir 
« of Circumciſion heretofore : Becauſe, Ind as 
1. „It was God's own Appointment”. —> Ed 
This it muſt he confeſſed is a good Reaſon for Circumc:Wut y 
ciſion; but it ſtill remains to be proved that God appoint: 
Infant-Baptiſm, and therefore is nothing to the Purpoſe, * 
His ſecond Reaſon is, Our bleſſed Saviour himfelf wa. 8 
cc you know, baptized, and yet you can't ſay that he wi 
<< capable of every End of the Baptiſm which he received | 
And what then, If the Baptiſm of our blefled Saviour . nven 
ſwered all its defigned Ends, which was to fulfil all Rightcou 4 t upe 
neſs. That is to obey the Commands of God, to be an Exam opt 
to others; and particularly to be manifeſted to the World tio the 
he was the Meſſiah, by the Deicention of the Holy Ghoi lace, 
Sure 
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| about INFANT BAPTISM. 35 
1 urely your Paſtor's bringing the Baptiſm of our bleſſed Savi- 


mitted, "Fur, as a parallel Caſe here, is beſide the Argument. 
ey had But he ſays, thirdly, „That ſome of the chief Ends of 
rch, of 7@ Baptiſm are anſwer'd, when Infants are the Subjects, is 
already g undeniable. ——— It is true, they do not underſtand the 
Nature, nor the Terms and Advantages of the Covenant 
Parents @ into which they are entred ; nor can they make any 
cave to @ Profeſſion of Faith and Repentance ; nor live ſoberly, 
trangers i righteouſly, and godly in this -preſent World; ſuch 
and that i things as theſe it is granted they cannot do. But, doubt- 
Admiſ- i leſs, they may be folemnly admitted to the Society of 
hat then 28 Chriſtians, and to the Rights and Privileges of that Body, 
s, Hlea- which is the Church”. 
e ſaving For my Part, I always underſtood, that Baptiſm was an 
ted; and utward and viſible Sign, of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, 


„to {et 
-eſsful to 
and ad- 


19, . the 
heir P- 


liever, Þ 


Supper 
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Circumc: 
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at he vw 
one in God's own Way, not in the Way of Men's 
invention. And who of your Paſtor's Sentiments will take 


received” 


fAvIOur a 
Rightcoull 
n Exam! 
World tl 
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Sure 


Id that the inward Graces are Faith and Repentance, ac- 
ompanied with Sobriety, Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs. But 
eſe your Paſtor grants that Infants have not; to what End 
en are they baptized ? Why, he ſays, << It is to be ſo- 
lemnly admitted into the Society of Chriſtians*”. But what 
Pociety can an Infant of a Week, a Month, or a Year old, 
ave with Chriſtians as fuch : Do the Society of Chriſtians - 
Honſiſt of ſuch trifling Experience, as is to be communicated 
Wo an Infant? And can an Infant raiſe thoſe ſocial Ideas in 
Chriſtian's Mind, which are tinctured with the Conver- 
Ation of Heaven, a Deſcription of which is given us by the 
Plalmiſt : Come and hear all ye that fear God, and 1 will 
Weclare what he hath done for my Soul, P/al. Ixvi. 16. 
Thereſore it is worth the Enquiry of Chriſtians, whether 
heir Chriſtian Society with Infants, has any Foundation: 
d as to any other Privileges, I have before ſhewn that bap- 


7 ; Ned Infants have no more than what are common to others. 
ut your Paſtor adds, Who will take it upon them to ſay, 
appoint: 


that they may not be devoted to God ; and that they 
are not capable of being regenerated, adopted and faved?”, 
ze Baptiſts will not take upon them to ſay, that they 
Hay not be devoted to God; but then they ſay, it ought to be 


= upon him to ſay, what Children are regenerated, and 
-42pted, and by what Marks they are to be known, in order 
o their being baptized. At the fame time I am free to de- 
lare, that whcever takes it upon him to baptize any one 
E 2 without 


LC) 82229 
Ma + „ 


A 
4 
"1 
»1 \ 
uot 
* 
Lad 
*. 
k 


* 


1 
* "x, 8 
A 
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without the viſible Signs of Regeneration, and Adoptio B 
abuſes that ſacred Ordinance. vnly 
I heartily agree with your Paſtor, © That it does not b: hi 


© come an honeſt and ſincere Man, to argue for any Poi 
in Religion in a Way which he ſees or ſuſpects to 
& inconcluſive, that he may thereby impoſe upon the mo 
& ignorant People, and whoever does fo, is a Prevaricat 
c jn the things of God”. 

Your Member next demands, „Some of theie Author 
c ties by which your Paſtor ſupports his Practice, and ſuc 
* as have not been conteſted, and may be depended upo: if 
© "T'o which he conſents, and relates an Account of: ie 
&* Aſſembly of Biſhops, about one hundred and fifty Ver 
<< after the Death of St. Johz the Apoſtle ; when aQuelſtio 8 
© aroſe at what time Infants ought to be baptized ; fror 
& whence he infers, that it was a Cuſtom in thoſe Day; 
and ſuppoſes that ſome of thoſe fixty-fix Biſhops which con 
* poſed that Aſſembly might be fifty or three-ſcore Year 
& old, and their Fathers had no Apprehenſion of its being 
© human Inſtitution, which carries the Practice up to os 
hundred Years after St. John's Death; and that Auf 
% nor Pelagus his Adverſary ever heard of its being denied 
6 and that for the firſt four hundred Years it was never res 8 
« by Mr. Wall (who has exactly conſidered the "Teſtimony Xx 
and Authority of almoſt every antient Writer, that hs 
« ſaid any thing upon this Subject) of any Society of Men, {i 
thinking and ſo practiſing, except two, namely, Tertullin 
„ and Gregory; and fo it continued until about the Ven 
1130, when a Set among the Valldenſes declared againi 8 
« it, who dwindled and diſappeared until the Rifing of h * 
German Anti-pædobaptiſis, 1522”. And now your Paſio' 
remarks upon theſe Accounts thus ; 2 

That had it not been agreeable to the Mind of Chriſt 
cc that Infants ſhould be baptized, it is very ſtrange that thi 
Churches in every Age ſhould be permitted to go ft 
generally into that Practice“. And ſetting aſide angn 
Words, he proceeds, „ Surely it muſt be Matter d 
“ great Surprize, that ſuch a Practice ſhould be ſuffered 0 
prevail, from the Beginning to this Day, among God's 
& faithful People, and efpecially conſidering our Saviour“ 
“ Promiſe, ohm vii. 17. If any Man will do his Will, b 
* {all know of the Doctrine whether it be of God”. i 
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But, your Paſtor makes theſe Remarks, on thoſe Accounts 
Snly as Supports to Infani-Baptiſm, not as Foundations, 


es notb hich was wiſely obſerved in a good Proteſtant. And now 
any Po give me Leave to make ſome Remarks upon theſe Autho- 
ects to þ ties. 
1 the mot A Here is firſt Antiquity pleaded, the higheſt of which is 
revaricat de hundred Years after St. John's Death ; but there are 
Re Principles and Practices than [nfant-Baptiſm, which 
e Author - Wy plead earlier Antiquity than this, even in the Apoſtle 
, and ſuc 555 Life, as may be ſeen in the Revelation, Chap. ii. 
1ded up: d iii. and all the other Apoſtles deſcribe Errors, and He- 
unt of 1 ies, Which were then crept into the Churches, and which 
fifty Yeu ey bore their Teſtimony againſt, as St. Paul againſt the 
a Queſtio N aliſt, Sadduces, &c. the Apoſtles James, Peter and 
zed ; fro: de, againſt the Aritinomian Libertines, c. therefore if 
1oſe Da eſe horrid Doctrines got Footing in the Churches in thoſe 
yhich con Wrly Days, it is no Wonder if the leſſer Error of Infant- 


-ore Ver Wopti/m, found a Place after the Apoſtles Death. 

its being: Again, Secondly, here is the Cuſtom of the Churches 
up to on. r many Ages pleaded, for this Practice: But this is not 
hat Auf ly a doubtful, but a dangerous Way of arguing ; for as 
1g denied; uch might be ſaid for the Popes Supremacy continued for ſo 
never rea Wany Ages, and owned no doubt, by ſome of God's faith- 
Teſtimon ml People, unleſs we rafhly condemn all the Weſtern 
„ that hz Fhurches, for a thouſand Years together, which would be 
f Men, f Micharitable : And as to that Text in John vii. 17. If any 
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ly err; eſpecially if they keep not cloſe to God's Word. 


of Chrif, 
re that the 
to go i 
ide angn 
latter 0 
ſuffered to 


Ong God's I 
r Saviour 


od. 


3 
IS 
__— 
* 
1 
8 Ng 
2 3 
Bu * 
* 
7 
8 4 
* 
5 1 
of 


Man will do his Will, he ſhall know of the Doctrine whether 
de of God. I apprehend our Saviour there means fundamen- 

Doctrines only, which all the Faithful muſt know, in order 
their being ſaved ; for as to other things, the Proteſtant 
Whurches all agree, that even the Faithful themſelves may poſ- 


Whoſe therefore are [eaſt liable ro Miſtakes, who adhere to that 
Perring Standard, without running for Support to any other 
WMtiquity or Cuſtom whatſoever. 
But your Paſtor adds, as his laſt Argument for Infant- 
2!!/m : + That Families baptized in Infancy, have gene- 
ly been the Nurſeries of the Churches of Chriſt. From 
theſe there has been a Supply of fuch Members, as have 
been an Ornament and an Honour to their Profeſhon, and 
kept up Religion in its Life and Power. Theſe have fur- 
niſhed a Number of eminently pious, learned, and labo- 
nous Miniſters, who with an unwearied Zeal, ſupported 
>> the 
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ce been called to it) bravely ſuffered in Defence of the glo- 


& rious Cauſe”. 


And if he had added, that there are now excellent Chriſtians, * 


(who for want of better Information) practice /nfant-Baptiſm, 


Wy 
2 


the Intereſt of Chriſt in the World, (and when they have 


3 


1 


the Baptiſts heartily agree to it. But then all this is no Reaſon r 


for the Truth of that Practice; for the ſame may be pleaded 
againſt Pdobapti/m in General, as that Families baptized in 
Infancy, have generally been the Nurſeries of Popery, &-. 
Beſides, the fame may be ſaid by the Baptiſts, that from Fa. 


milies not baptized till adult, there have been a Supply of C | 


ſuch Members as have been an Ornament and an Honou 8 
to their Profeſſion, and kept up Religion in its Life and 

And as to the ſuffering Part of the Argument, the 
Baptiſts and Papi/ts have a Claim to it as well as others; 


Power. 


for among the former there have been, and are now, many 5 


Miniſters eminently pious, learned and laborious; and ſome 
in Times paſt, have bravely ſuffered in the glorious Cauſe. 

And among the Papiſis there have been excellent Mini. 
ſters, ſuch as Eraſmus, Thomas a Kempis, Baius, Fanſenius, 


Lueſnelle, &c. who all owned the Pope's Supremacy ; and 
there have been Papiſis who have ſuffered for the fame ; but 
Therefore Piety or Suffering; 


that has not proved it true. 


are but doubtful Arguments for Truth, unleſs it is grounde! 
on God's unerring Word. 

Thus I have traced this long perplexed Argument of Infant. 
Baptiſm, through all its Windings, which for the Sake i 
ſome Readers, I ſhall endeavour to contract, as it appears to 
me, into a narrow Compaſs, that at one View, we may 
ſce the Whole Force of it.“ God made a Covenant with 
« Abraham and his Literal Seed: That he would be the! 
„God, to give them not only a : 
« this World, but all needful Supplies of Grace here, and 
&« Glory hereafter : To be their Benefactor, their Shield, 
& their Portion, their Reward in this and the next Life: 
To give them the Promiſe of the Spirit: That they 
&« ſhould be confirm'd in Chriſt, Be Heirs of ther 


&« Fathers Faith: That their Hearts . ſhould be circun-. 8 
«© ciſed: That this Covenant ſhould be everlaſting : "Tha 
And therefore as x 
of this Covenant, God Commanded them all in Infanc' 
to be circumcited, to put them into this Covenant 
« of Grace. And that now Believers ſtanding in the fame 
“ Cana; 


& the Law ſhould not diſanul it, 


(0 


a ſuitable Proviſion in , | 
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Capacity to their Children, as Abraham did to his, they 
ought to baptize them in Infancy, and ſo put them into 
the ſame Covenant of Grace, becauſe Baptiſm came in 
the Room of Circumciſion“. 


Baptiſn, Now this being the Sum of what your Paſtor has ad- 
o Reaſon Wnced, (and I dare ſay his Readers will agree with me that 
e pleadel 3 ſo, ) 1 find it to be an Argument full of Incon- 
ptized in ency with the Scripture, Self-ContradiCtion, and falſe 
ery, &.. Sncluſions. Wo 
from Fa. Inconſiſtent with Scripture, becauſe many of Abraham's ( 
upply of Hiuldren were cut off in the midſt of their Sins, and there- 2 
Honou re never received all needful Supplies of Grace here, in 
Life and der for Glory hereafter. Self- Contradiction, in faying 
nent, the ey have all needful Supplies of Grace, and yet allows 
3 others; at Perſons may fin themſelves out of this Covenant, 
w, many Which if it is poſſible thus to do, they could not have all 
and ſome Woſe needful Supplies of Grace, which are neceſſary for 
as Cauſe, Wanding. 
ent Mini. And falſe Concluſions, to ſay that all the Children of A. 
Janſeniu, aham were circumciſed, becauſe they were Heirs of his 
acy ; and aith, whereas many of them never had any true Faith. 
me; but Tikewiſe to infinuate that Believers now ftand in the fame 
Suffering; Tapacity to their Infants, that Abraham did to his, as the 
groundel Head of a Church; whereas, there is no ſuch Poſition in 
the New Teſtament : Therefore this Foundation, upon 
of Infant- hich Infant-Baptiſm is built, being removed, the Super- 
\ Sake ( Wructure muſt neceſſarily fall. 
appears 7 But before I leave this Point, I muſt take Leave to offer 
we may Wome Objections againſt [nfant-Bapriſm in General, as it is 
nant wit) Wounded upon your Paſtor's Principles. 
4 be ther Firſt, The Pædobaptiſis are unreſolved among themſclves, 
viſion in hat Infants ought to be baptized. And without entring into 
here, ani e Controverſy, which ſubſiſts betwixt the different Deno- 
ir Shield, nations of the Pædobaptiſts, concerning who are true Be- 
ext Life: Nevers. I ſhall only obſerve how they differ about the Ope- 
That they tion of that (pretended) fœderal Holineſs, which Children 
of ther Weceive from their Parents. Some apprehend, that if the 
e circun- mmediate Father and Mother are prophane it cuts off the 
g: T cederal Holineſs, and difqualifies the Child for Baptiſm, 
fore as 18 and will admit none to that Ordinance, but thoſe whoſe Fa- 
in Infanc her or Mother is a Church Member, and a Receiver of the 


Covenant 
the bene 
Capaciiſſ 


Nord's Supper. 


Was 


3 Others deny this, and allow that if the di- 
unt Predeceſſor, as Grandfather, or Grandmother, &c. 
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was a Church Member, the fœderal Holineſs is convey'd WR. 
through the prophane Parent to the Child, and qualifies it 
for Baptiſm. Now this Perplexity militates ſtrongly again AY. 


they not Partakers of the Lord's Table? If they are in the But 
Covenant of Grace, made betwixt God and them through 
Chriſt, why are they not brought to commemorate the Blood 
of that Covenant? And all the Pædobaptiſit agree here, bß 
their Practice, that Infants are not Subjects of this OrdinanceF; 
but has our bleſſed Saviour withheld his Ordinances from ſome 
of his Members, and allow'd them to others? Has he noet 
ſaid to his Diſciples, drink ye all of it? Matt. xxvi. 2. Y 
Thirdly, If the Pædobaptiſis baptize their Infants becauſe O 
Abraham's Infants were circumciſed : Why don't they bap- 
tize their Infant Slaves ? for all Abraham's Slaves, Infant and 
Adult were circumciſed. And why don't the rich Pædo-- 
baptiſts buy Slaves for Baptiſm? for if it will enter them into 
that Covenant where they ſhall have all needful Supplies of 
Grace here, and Glory hereafter, it muſt needs be worth 
their Purchaſe. | | 4 
If theſe Objections are duly weighed, it is worth our Con- 
ſideration, whether they do not reduce Infart-Baptiſm to an 
Abſurdity? at leaſt upon your Paſtor's Principles. 1 
But your Member next deſires, V our Paſtor's thoughts 
concerning the Mode of Baptiſm'. which he anſwers, MR 
1. When it is confiſtent with alth, and provided a , 
<< due Regard be paid to an Ordinar of Chriſt, by managing 
cc every thing belonging to it with corum and Solemnity, 
£ Dipping may doubtleſs be uſed Baptiſm””. = 
It was never known that ' »tiſm by Dipping hurt i... 
the Health of any Perſon in any iſon, and as to Decorum i 
and Solemnity, they are Rules ich the Baptiſis always 
attend to in this Ordinance ; bb days, A 
2. J would not pretet to deny, that to have 
c been a Cuſtom in the fuſt ges of the Church, and in 
c hot Countries; for I belic this is now generally al- 
< lowed”. | | | 
If your Paſtor means her- ie Ages excluſive of the A- 


poſtlesDays, then they ough ut to be called the firſt Ages. 
4 There- 
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nvey'l rc I muſt perſuade my ſelf, that he includes in them 


lifies it Age of the Apoſtles themſelves : and if it was their Cuſ- 
againſt pm, I am ſurpriſed that he ſhould fay any more about 


at Side ie Mode of Baptifm ; for I think the Cuſtom of the Apoſtles 
in this Bught to be the Standard of all true Churches. 
elieve "RF Thirdly, << Tt can never be proved, that our Saviour or 
his Apoſtles delivered any Precept or Directions about 
it“. | 3 | TRE 
But if it was the Cuſtom of our bleſſed Saviour and his 
A poſtles, there was no need of any further Directions about 
. their Examples being binding to the Conſcience of all 
rious Chriſtians. | 
; "Xx Fourthly, << Nor is it fo evident as they apprehend it to 
"XS be, that all we read of in Scripture; who were baptiſed 
were plunged in the Water“. | 
It were to be wiſhed your Paſtor had explained himſelf 
ppove, about the firſt Ages of the Church, whether he meant 
J exclude the Apoſtles Age, and if he does, neither the 
Bapti/ts nor any ſerious Chriſtians, (as I hintad before) ought 
have ſo much Regard to any Age beſides for their 
ut if he means the Apoſtolic Days, it will be a Difficulty to 
concile this to that above, for theze he ſays it is generally 
*WMowed that Dipping was the Cuſtom, and he does not deny 
and yet here he fays it is not evident. But to allow 
acts to be true without Evidence, is a very ſuſpicious Method 
„ Reaſoning, and which ought to be rejected in an argument. 
But here he ſuppoſes that the three thouſand mentioned, Aus 
ughts . © were not likely? de dipped in a Part of a Day; there- 
vers, ore J fuppoſe he vg infer that they were Sprinkled, or 
pad Water poured on kn, as a quicker Method. But if we 


Fonſider, that our Lord 4-4 Seventy preaching Diſciples beſideg 


ey, Ide Twelve Apoſtles, 2 they were all preſent, this mighty 
ifculty will vaniſh ; 1 the whole three Thouſand did not 
hurt mount to forty Perſons 1” each Diſciple to baptize, which 
orum ht be cafily performs V Dipping within the Space of 
ways re mentioned, Beſid Baptiſm by Dipping is as ſoon 
Perform'd as by Sprinkling Pouring. But he thinks, They 

have . muſt be naked, as hay: no Change of Apparel” ; but 
nd in It is very unreaſonable to tk, that the devout Fews,. who 
y al- OE bear the Expence of telling from Nation un- 
Jer Heaven to Feruſalem, t/ vorſbip at the Feaſt of Penti- 

e a. E, had not & of A el, both for themſelves and 
iir poor Brethren, He add: vhen Paul was ſo weak after 


2 4 F three 
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« three Days faſting, one can hardly believe, that when if by 
« he was baptized, he was dipped in cold Water”. But 
when Paul was fo fervent in his Devotion at his firſt Con- 
verſion, as to abſtain from Food three Days, one can hardly 
believe, that he would-make his Weakneſs an Argument . 
with himſelf not to follow his Lords Example, for fear of 
his catching Cold. And as to the Jaylor and his Family 
being . baptized in the Priſon”, it is a wanifeſt Miſtake, for 
the Text fays, ver. 30. he brought them out as his firſt At 
of Kindneſs, ver. 32. they preached in his Houſe, then C 
ver. 33. He wa their Stripes and was baptized, if 
afterwards ver. 34. he brought them into his Houſe again, 4 
and we cannot ſuppoſe that z had them out of his Houſe 
into the Priſon again to baptize them; therefore they 1 
were baptized neither in the Priſon nor Houſe, which might 
have been eaſily done if they had been ſprinkled. 1 
But I am ſurprized at the Citation from the excellent 
Dr. Watts, from 1 Cor. x. 2. The Children of Iſrael 
«« were. baptized unto. Moſes in the Cloud and in the Sea, 
jn their Paſſage through the Red Sea, at their March from 
«« Egypt ; not that they were dipped in the Water; bur 
<< they were ſprinkled by the Clouds over their Heads, and 
* perhaps by the Water which ſtood up in Heaps as they | 
< paſſed by”. + 
That they could not be ſprinkled by the Cloud over their Bap 
Heads, is evident, becauſe the bright Side was next them, which | 
conſiſted of a Pillar of Fire; and every one knows that Fire 
never produces Water. Neither can we immagine, that a 2 
were ſprinkled by the Waters on each Hand; for if we con- 
ſider their Situation it will be very unlikely, for their Number | 
was fix hundred thouſand Men, befides Women and 
Children, that "marched on Foot; who could not be many 
leſs than double that Number, all which amounts to near 
two Million of 1/raelites, beſides a mix d Multitude of others 1 . 
who went up with them: Add to this their Beaſts of Burden, |... 
their Flocks and Herds, even much Cattle. Now if we take ti wry 
an Idea of this vaſt Army and their we cannot ſup- 
E ens narrow Lane in the _ 4 
e gyptians were in uing them, and mult | 
have fallen upon their Rear 2 could have entered | 
into it; . , „ ; 


longs broad, for they paſſed the Sea in one Night. 
which Cranes cole it is gy improv dn Ficndiry 
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8 when 4 Sprinkling of the. Sea could reach the whole Breadth 
f their March, eſpecially if we conſider what a, miſerable 
Fondition thoſe muft be in who were next the Wind. But 


| hardly ter all the Scripture ſays expreſly, the Children of Iſrael 
f SFalked upon dry Land in the midſt of the Sea. Exod. xv. 29. 
F Amid at it may be asked, what does the Apoſtle mean, when he 
11 ys they were baptized thus? in my Opinion he was taking 
25 AR 2 otice of the Similitude between the Chriſtian Baptiſm, and 


he Children of 1/-@el in that Circumſtance, as they (the Be- 


0 
ed. vers) are overwhelmed, covered, ſurrounded, or buried unto 
PUZETL, Priſt hs the Baptiſmal Water: ſo the Iſraelites were over- 
= ay; Pbelmed, covered, furrounded, or buried unto Moſes, by the 
oure BF loud over their Heads, and the Sea as Walls on each Hand. 
e they i ut if this Interpretation is not true, I ſhould be highly pleaſed 


J ſee a better, for that of Sprinkling is far from Satisfying. 
As to your Paſtor's comparing the Quantity of Water 


8 & in Baptiſm to Wine in the Lord's Supper”. If there is 
5 oy Fine enough to drink in Remembrance of the Blood of 
3 hriſt, it will anſwer the End of that Ordinance, but not 
n therwiſe: It is ſuſſicient to obſerve, that if there is Water 
du Pnough to repreſent the Burial and Reſurrection of Chriſt, it 
Is, and : ' 

= they ill anſwer the End of. Baptiſm, but not otherwiſe. 


Tour Paſtor's next Reaſon againſt Dipping is, a Declara- 
thei Jon which I little expected. If we allow Dipping in 
<x Mich & Baptiſm to have been the primitive Practice, unleſs it could 
Witte © be made appear to be neceſſary, as we live in a cold 


- Ava "& Climate, and think it would be hazardous not only to 

N many Infants, (who have a Right to be baptized) but to 

<br not a few grown Perſons, to be plunged in the Water, 
and . ind eſpecially in the Winter-Seaſon; ſo we do not uſe 

8 # that Way, nor think ourſelves obliged to it”. 

> ne, How far it is harzardous to Infants, is not before us, who 

- others they have no Right to it. But if your Paſtor does not 


ink hamſelf obliged to follow the primitive Practice, the 


take F aptiſts do, and becauſe it was the primitive Practice they 

2 Punk it , and fo ought all Chriſtians who are in earneſt 

os, Fr the Honour of Chrift, Hut ſince he has brought in all the 
U 


Fuypcians as againſt Dipping, without telling us who they are 


En Et us hear what one of the moſt celebrated of the Age in 
3 wi Wat Faculty fays in this Caſe ; and one who as I am crediviy 
4 "214 err ed, is not a Baptiſt himſelf. His Words are theſe, 


Under this Head of Exerciſe, I cannot forbear recom- 


ending Cold ing, and I cannot ſufſiciently admire how it 
the . 1 ROY ſhould 
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ſhould ever come into ſuch Diſuſe, eſpecially among Chi 
ſtians, when commanded by the greateſt Law-giver thi 
ever was under the Direction of God's Holy Spirit to hl 
choſen People, and perpetuated to us in the Immerſion 
' Baptiſm, by the ſame Spirit, who with infinite Wiſdom i 
this, as in every thing elſe that regards the temporal af 
eternal Felici of his Creatures, combines their Duty wit 
their eternal Happineſs *. 1 
Next follows an Enquiry of a Caſe of a fick Believe 
<& under the Apprehenſions of Death, who was never ba 
c tized, and his Conſcience accufing him for it, as if 
56 ſhould ſay, I don't think that Baptiſm will fave me ; by 
«« Tam now convinced that it is an Ordinance of Chriſt 
„ and I cannot die in Peace, if I am not thereby admitte 
“ into his ſpiritual Kingdom; and I earneſtly beg that th 
«© may be done, and without Delay”. 3 

This is an odd Speech from the Mouth of a Believer. 
he owns that Baptiſm cannot ſave him; but it admits hin 
into Chriſt's ſpiritual - Kingdom. I always underſtood th? 

the Members of Chrift's ſpiritual Kingdom were admitted int 
it by the Operations of the Holy Spirit, reproving them d ; 
Job Righteouſneſs and Judgment, according to his Promiſe this « 

ohn xvi. 8. ; 
But your Paſtor asks, << What would an Anabaptiſt lin 
<< ſter do in this Caſe, by this he ſtrongly implies that |: 

<< would ſprinkle the Perſonꝰ . But it — not 2 for: ontend 
Baptiſt Miniſter to fatisfy the Conſcience of the dying Per nd a f 
ſon, might uſe the ſame Argument as our bleſſed Savic t dem 3 « 
did to the Jews, who were offended at his Diſciples break# | But te 
ing the th as they thought, by rubbing out the Ea Rite ( 
of Corn: He might let him know, that religious Duties mul ligion 
ſubmit to Neceſſity, and that even the poſitive Inſtitution of Ch 
of God muſt be diſpenſed withal, when they are not practi tinued 
cable without deſtroying of Life, and eſpecially rather thang If you 
ſacrifice them to the Inventions of Men. However, as yo E 
Paſtor has given this Hint, it becomes all Believers, who 
are conſcious that they have not been baptized according to 
Chirſt's Command and Example, to diſcharge their Co Conſt 
ences without delay, left it ſhould accuſe them of N egle 
when it is too late. 8 
1 


* Cheyneys Eſey of Health and long Life, Chap. 4: 
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But I cannot but wonder at what follows, in which your 
or ſeems to jeſt a little on the Subject of Baptiſm, ' by 
ing, Indeed even timorous Women may have their 
S*< Imagination rais'd to ſuch a Height by being made to 
believe, that they are joyning with God's favourite and 
F< peculiar People; and that when they are led into the 
1 baptiſmal Font, they are following the Lamb, &c. as not 
„only to be above Fear, but to fancy the cold Water to be 
„ as pleaſant as a warm aromatick Bath. + But that ſome 
have betrayed a very great Diſorder upon ſuch Occafjons, 
cannot be deny'd'”?. As to an aromatic Bath, it is the 
Sr time I have heard of it in this Argument, and as to 
P /erders, if we dared to retort, a great deal might be ſaid as 
it o many poor Infants crying, &c. | 
£8 I agree with him, Chriſtians ought to behave with Decen- 
iy towards each other, and wiſh he had regarded this more 
hen writing the above Paragraph. But the moſt remark- 
in ple of all is what follows. After all „whether Perſons 
may have been baptized in their Infancy, or when Adult, 
either by ſprinkling or pouring of Water upon the 
Face, or dipping the whole Body in the liquid Element, 
Promiſe this can be of no Signification to them without a new N 
ture, and a ſuitable Converſation”. ' 
tiſt Min Here I think your Paſtor has broke in upon his whole 
s that {ſtem of Infant-Baptiſm; this being all that the Bapri/fs 
low, 1 8 for. They ſay, tarry till a new Nature is given, 
lying Perſind a ſuitable Converſation produced, and then baptize 
ed Saviouſ dem; otherwiſe Baptiſm can be of no Signification. 
les breat But to conclude, he fays, © To depend upon the outward 
- the EA Rite (and the fame may be ſaid of all other Means of Re- 
uties mul ligion) without being concerned about the genuine Spirit 
nſtitution of Chriſtianity, is a moſt dangerous Miſtake, and if con- 
not practhf# tinued in will be fatal”. | 
ather tha If your Paſtor applies this to the Baptiſts, on Conſideration, 
1, as yo will eahly perceive himſelf miſtaken in the Perſons, for 
vers, who depend upon the outward Rite maſt, they who be- 
cording ive Baptiſm enters Perſons: into the New Covenant of 
ir ConſciWrace, (whether they have received the genuine Spirit of 
of NeglecWriſtianity or no,) ar the Baptiſts, who believe Baptiſm 
8 only a declarative Act of Obedience and Gratitude, for 
Bulfeir being before received into the New Covenant of Grace, 
d made Partakers already of that genuine Spirit, which only 
rap. 4+ les their Baptilm figniticapt ? And therefore goth” 
| : - | whic 
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3 which attends a depending upon the outward Rite, can h) 
no means fall on them. | 
Thus, Sir, I have given you my Thoughts on that Pam. 
phlet, and if you are willing to 1 yourſelf more, con. 
cerping this Subject, I would recommend to your reading 
Mr. 1 * to Mr. 1 — * Dr. Gale. 2 

P : AeCtions on , s Hiſtory o Infant- ptiſm — | 
Supplement to the Saller Hall Sermons. -— But above al 
to an excellent Treatiſe, Intitled nfant-Bapti/m no Inftituting 


(and 
ought not to be ſo taken) but that the Truth concerning thi 
| ' ſacred Ordinance may be brought to Light, that ſo it maj 
n appear whoſe Works are wrought in God: Eſpecially ſer] 
. ing our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (the great Lawgiver) has ſtrictly 
charged us, to OBSERVE all things whatſoever he hf 
commanded, Therefore I hope, that Friendſhip which hx 
hitherto ſubſiſted betwixt us, will ſtill continue; and thi? 
I ſhall always have the Pleafure to ſubſcribe my felf, 


s Vooun, S. 


